


WHITE/ NAVY SUPERAXO
WHITE AQUA 135'S

MNAVY TYPE “§"*
NEON / NAVY 135°S

AQUA /NEON TYPE “5""
AQUA /NEON135'S

REVERSE PLUS
AQUA/AQUA135’'S

STARTING LINEUP.

Hydronyl® 520 twill fabric for superior
comfort, protection, and durability.
Exclusive omni-directional elastic
hinges that flex and adjust to
‘! every move. And Clarino®
8! kneepads with a longer life
span than leather.

Up on top, slip on the all-
new Type “S” jersey with
AXO’s patented terry inner/nylon

To reach the top, you can’t equip
yourself with inferior apparel. Which is
why we strongly recommend you clothe
your body in one of AXO
Sport’s “first string” moto- vﬂ
cross outfits. b

Begin with Series 1357%, *
the most advanced
pants ever created. '
With revolutionary

\— —
MADE W FINLAND

GUN
GUNMETAL / AQUA 135’5

outer cuffs and collars. Trim,
high-density shoulder and
elbow pads. Unique designs
that are sewn right in, not
stamped on. And high-quality
permanent transfers that
won't fade, peel, or crack no
matter how often they're
washed.

Finish off with a pair of legen

AXO SPORT AMERICA, Inc.

SUPER AXO FLUOR. GREEN PLUS
FLUOR. GREEN /ROYAL135°S

RED TYPE *'S""
RED / WHITE 135’5

REVERSE NAVY PLUS
WHITE/ NAVY 135'S

Turbo Plus boots, and you've
got a perfectly matched set of
top-notch motocross apparel
that can toss back everything
the sport dishes out. And do it
all with incredible grace and
style.

Remember, first string
riders never start out with
second best.




The Ford trucks that

Winning one Championshijp  the off-road Championships in A Ford Ranger STX took Chuck
in the highly competitive, brutally  all of the three classes for two- Johnson and Scott Douglas to the
tough sport of off-road racing is wheel-drive pickups. 1987 Class 7S Championship.
an achievement of its own. In the history of off-road racing, A Ford F-150 took Dave

Winning three Championships  no truck manufacturer had ever ~ Shoppe to the 1987 Class 8
inasingle yearis somethingmore.  done it before. And no truck Championship.

It is an accomplishment that ~ manufacturer has done it since. And Manny Esquerra’s Ford
has not been achieved since Until last year. When Ford did ~ Ranger STX took him to his
1984. When Ford trucks swept it again. fourth straight HDRA/SCORE

£ANew,

e ¥ sy,

*Based on 1987 calendar year manufacturers' reported retail deliveries.

the Champions drive.

Class 7 Championship. Which may help explain why ~ manufacturers may like to give
Which gave Manny Esquerra  the Ford Ranger is America's you a lot of tough talk, at Ford,
and Ford Ranger seven offroad  best-selling compact pickup™ we prefer to offer you proof.
Championships in just six years. And why the Ford F-Series is Because, while Ford trucks
No other compact truckcan ~ America’s best-selling line of took home three of the 1987
equal this record. full-size pickups? And why Ford ~ HDRA/SCORE pickup truck
Not Nissan or Toyota. trucks are America’s best-selling  Championships, Nissan, Mazda,
Not Chevy or Mazda orDodge.  trucks, overall* GMC and Chevy trucks all
Only the Ford Ranger. So while the other truck walked away empty-handed.
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LOOKING GOOD. 1988 Supercross
Champion Rick Johnson soars
towards the peristyle during the
AMA’s season finale at the Los
Angeles Memorial Coliseum. Photo:
Bob Carpenter; artwork: Ryan Hill.
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BANK ON IT. Ever hear of Mark Banks? The European contingent is getting faster
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and more talent filled every year. We'd better start paying attention to the
growing Euro threat. England’s Banks is the son of former GP star John Banks.

WHO CARES ABOUT THE EUROS?

Back in the late '60s and early
'70s European riders taught
American motocrossers a
lesson in humility. They trounced us
at every opportunity, both on their
soil and on our own.

We carefully analyzed the Euros’
riding styles, mimicked their dress
and studied their personalities. Their
machines were exotic, their riders
were the best, and both commanded a
great deal of our attention.

Then came supercross, an American
invention that forever changed the
riding style of U.S. racers. It seemed
like an eternity to the tightly knit
society of American motocrossers, but
we finally improved our skills enough
to beat the Euros at their own game.

In 1981 we started an amazing
streak of victories at the Motocross
des Nations. In 1982 Brad Lackey
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and Danny LaPorte won world
championships (in the 500 and 250
classes, respectively).

After winning the MXdN seven
times in a row (most recently on our
own soil at Unadilla), consistently
racking up victories at the GPs held in
the U.S,, and taking win after win at
the Paris Supercross and All-Japan GP
among others, many American fans
have become jaded.

With attention shifting away from
the Euros and toward our own riders,
we seem to care less about the race
results of guys like Eric Geboers,
Jean-Michel Bayle, David Thorpe and
others from the Continent.

These days, the riding style most
want to emulate isn’t that of Kees van
der Ven or the other GP boys, and the
clothing the Euros wear is no longer
considered exotic: now it's just weird.

TAKE ANOTHER LOOK

Well, America, it's time to wake up!
The stodgy old Eure guard is being
methodically replaced by a fresh
group of stylish and fast riders who
intend to dominate the motocross
world once again.

“Can't happen,” you say? Think
about it. How many times have we
lamented the fact that Rick Johnson
and Jeff Ward are in a class by

The stodgy old Euro guard is
being methodically replaced by a
fresh group of stylish and fast
riders who intend to dominate the
motocross world once again.

themselves when it comes to riding
talent? Once they've retired we could
be hurting for replacements. The best
riders in Europe may not be able to
beat Rick and Jeff right now, but with
the talents of Bayle, Geboers, Thorpe,
Dave Strijbos, Jacky Vimond and
others, as well as a strong reserve of
up-and-comers, the Euros could easily
trounce us at future stagings of the
Motocross des Nations.

1 don't want to sound like a
doomsayer, but the Europeans are
clearly back in force, gunning to be
the best in the world.

We talked to several GP riders for
our “Euros Rate the Yanks" article
and it's interesting to look at things
from their perspective. While you're
in a European mood, check out our
Eric Geboers interview. Keep in mind
that this guy just won the 500 U.S. GP
in Hollister, California, beating Ward,
Ron Lechien, Broc Glover, Jeff Stanton
and the entire contingent of 500 GP
riders. Geboers is anything but
stodgy. He's outspoken and colorful,
and if he wins the 500 World title this
year he’ll become the first rider in
history to have won world
championships in all three classes.

It's a fascinating story, one you
should care about. After all, it might
be.Geboers who leads the Euros to
victory against the Americans.

Who cares about the Euros? We all
should, that's for sure.

—Ba/ nter

s

Don’t miss Coors Supercross action now in Home Video! FREE.

Coors Racing cap for the first 200 orders! Call 1-800-544-6625 NOW! |

Tapes Now Available: Coors Rick Johnson (
Profile of a Champion b
$34.95 :

Coors Supercrown of Stadium Motocross
$34.95 T E




After a long, hot afternoon
of thrashing the 1989
Yamaha motocrossers, it
wasn't hard to get our test riders’
reactions to the new YZ125 and
YZ250:
“That 125 is great! When can I
buy one?”
“The 250 feels like the 125"
“They're both really plush.”
“The 125 feels like the 250!"
“I think I'm gonna sell my KX.”
“Those things are awesome in the
whoops!”
“That 250 just rips!”
“I think I want to sell my CR.”
“They finally did what they had
to do to get 'em right!”
So much for first impressions.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

How much can anyone really learn
from riding a new bike for a few
hours? Well, maybe not everything,
but we .still got a pretty good idea of
the direction Yamaha is heading in
1989. Major changes have completely
transformed the YZ125 and 250, while
the YZ80 and 490 are essentially the
same as the '88 models.

THE NEW 125
Not much has been carried over from
the '88 version, The 1989 YZ125 has a
new frame, fork, pipe, Nikasil-lined
cylinder, power valve, clutch, airbox,
19-inch rear wheel, tires, swingarm,
brakes, Monocross rear suspension—
the works, The bike looks small, more
like a big-wheel 80 than a 125.

Not surprisingly, the YZ125 feels
drastically different from the '88
model. Almost everything on the

HIUNISHYD BOB

ATTENTION TO DETAIL. The '89

YZ250 has a totally revised frame and
the monoshock has been reworked,
too. The seat is taller and the body
panels attach to the new frame with
high-quality 8mm hex-head bolts.

latest version has been moved down,
most notably the tank and seat,
placing the weight closer to the
ground and giving the bike a
lightweight feel. Ergonomically, it's
outstanding. Good bars, a great
seatftank juncture, good peg
placement, and an efficient layout of
the sidepanels, pipe and
miscellaneous hardware give the bike
a slim profile. Rider movement is
unrestricted, and the transition from
sitting to standing is so easy it's
almost antomatic.

Yamaha completely reworked the
125's powerband for the new season.
Last year's bike had great low-end
and a potent midrange, but for '89 the

DIVE BOMBER. The '89 YZ125is a
totally new package. Handling, and
especially cornering, benefit from a

stiffer fork and frame.

FRAN KUHN



NEW LOOK. The '89 YZ125 received
many of the same cosmetic changes
the 250 got Iast season. The engine
and running gear have been
completely revised, too.

PLAY IT AGAIN. No big changes for
the 1989 YZ80. It's still a good bike
that needs better forks, but will likely
remain competitive in the hands of
smaller or less experienced young
riders.

power is mostly mid-to-top. Reaction
to the engine’s new powerband was
mixed. Most of the riders, especially
the intermediates and pros, said it's
an improvement. A couple of riders
said the lack of bottom-end made the
new YZ harder to ride.

Overall, our first impression is this:
The 1989 YZ125 is faster than last
year’s model, but the new powerband
demands more of the rider's attention.
It takes concentration to ride it
quickly (at least on a tight track)
because there's less grunt to pull the
bike out of slow corners. Faster riders
said the new bike made better power
for experienced 125 pilots because,
once on the pipe, they were able to
rev the engine harder and longer. As
a result, they could pull each gear
longer, meaning fewer shifts between
corners and faster lap times.

Shifting, clutch action and gear
ratios were great. The gap between
third and fourth was a little tough to
pull if the rider didn't time it
42 S/MX « OCTOBER 1988

CUTBACK. Yamaha made an all-out
effort to improve the YZ250's steering
habits. In addition to the new
upside-down fork, the steering head
was pulled in and back on the new
frame.

perfectly, but a drop in final gearing
should eliminate this minor snivel.
The bike we rode had a 51-tooth rear
sprocket, but a 52 would probably be
a better choice for most circuits. We
hardly ever got the bike past fourth
on our tight test track.

RIDE CONTROL

Here’s the big surprise: Yamaha now
has one of the smoothest 125
suspensions ever. Last year, the
YZ125 had a well-balanced package
that worked great, especially when
the bike was being pushed hard, but
it was harsh over small bumps. For
'89 it's still balanced, and they've
made it plush, too.

When we first hopped on the bike
it seemed twitchy and nervous, but
we weren't really sure why. Our first
guess is that since the YZ's handling
is so precise, the rider can't afford to
get careless. Sloppy input at the bars
results in an equally sloppy reaction

LIKE A GLOVE. Ergonomically, the
'89 YZ125 is superb. Most of the bike's
weight is carried down low, and the
new seat/tank combo lets the rider
move around easily.

from the wheel. As soon as we
figured this out, things started
clicking. We bumped up the rebound
damping two marks, which made
things better yet.

The new bike retains the '88's
stability in the rough, and the rear
has less tendency to kick in braking
bumps. The 19-inch rear wheel
follows the front without any
side-to-side action, and the rider now
has the option of picking any line he'd
like onee he gets lined up in a corner.
The Yamaha will hold any course you
set, but you'd better be sure you set
the one you want, because that's
where you'll be going.

The bike is very front-end sensitive.
In fact, it's so sensitive to steering
input, it's easy to overpower the tire.
Turn the bars without enough weight
on the front and the wheel starts to
tuck under and plow. Get your weight
up where it belongs, though, and you
can write your own ticket in any
corner you find.

LEAPER. The 250 retained it's neutral
midair handling and great straight-line
stability. Suspension revisions have
improved the bike's comfort factor
considerably.

THE NEW 250

Yamaha built themselves a pretty
good 250 motocrosser in 1988. What
would we have done to make it
better? Exactly what Yamaha did for
'89: better ergonomics, plusher
suspension and better detailing. As an
added bonus, the middleweight YZ
has even more power than before.
The 250 has the same good feel as the
125. It's slim, and the weight is
carried down low.

The seat is 15mm taller, and the
seat/tank junction is nearly perfect.
The bike is almost flat across the top,
and the rider can really get out over
the front end to take advantage of the
machine's improved cornering ability.
The 250's feel is one of its biggest
plusses—just sitting on a bike this
slim and taut boosts the rider’s
confidence.

Like the 125, the USD KYB fork
is plush and provides more steering
accuracy than you can stand. On a
scale of one to 10, we'll give the
out-of-the-crate fork action an 8%.
Pretty impressive.

As much as the USD fork
contributes to improved cornering, it's
not the only reason the bike cuts so
well. Yamaha paid a lot of attention
to stiffening the frame and swingarm,
helping the rest of the bike track with
the front end. The revised Monocross
is partially responsible for the bike’s
stability, too. No kicking or twitching

out back, and the bike hooks up
pretty well no matter what you
happen to be riding over.

We were also impressed by the
dampers’ adjustability. A few clicks
at either end let us get the bike in the
ballpark for everyone from a
200-pound novice to a 155-pound pro.
Short of routine oil changes or a
different spring, it doesn’t look like
this Yamaha shock is going to be
spending much time in the hop-up
shops next season.

MORE VOLTAGE

More power is better, right? Okay, the
250 has even more voltage this year.
It's usable power, too. Yamaha
somehow stretched the bike's top-end
range while adding even more thrust
off the bottom, all of which allowed
us the unusual choice of either
short-shifting or revving—or both!

And it's fast. Some guys said they
could pull a higher gear than normal
through the corners, getting a better
jump into the next straight without
worrying about pulling another shift
at the corner's exit. This is one
versatile engine.

The moter carbureted perfectly; it's
easy to start, and not a hitch
anywhere in the powerband.

There were no complaints about the
clutch and tranny departments, other
than the fact that the 250 didn't get
the quick-change clutch cover. The
brakes are about right for most riders,
too. No grabbiness, no fading and
plenty of power. And, finally, the
infamous YZ chain slap is gone
forever thanks to a new soft-plastic
swingarm protector. That, along with
the new, quieter silencer, will make
the bike easier to live with.

GRUNT 'N’ REV. The YZ250’s new
engine is exceptionally versatile. It can
be short-shifted or revved, depending
on the rider’s needs.

= -~
NOT-SO-NEW 490 AND 80
You guessed it: There's not much to
report on Yamaha's biggest and
littlest entries. The YZ490 is still the
same reliable bike it's been for years,
though it gets a few refinements with
each passing season.

The 490's suspension hasn't
changed, but the standard settings are
closer to the mark this year. We ran
the bike in 100-degree weather (and
above) and didn't manage to get it
pinging, though the YZ wasn't on a
wide-open course, either. The 490 still
has a pretty good motor, and if
Yamaha built one with a set of USD
forks and a YZ250-style Monocross, it
would be right in the hunt.

The YZ80...well...stop us if
you've heard this one before. What
Yamaha is offering in '89 is their '88
bike with slightly different graphics,
which is not really a bad thing. The
YZ still makes good power, though it
won't be pulling too many CRs or
KXs on the way to the first turn. It's a
great choice for smaller riders
because it's scaled down enough to
manage easily. All we'd like to see
replaced are the old flexy-flier fork
tubes. An improvement like that could
keep the bike competitive for yet
another year. SMX
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SPECIAL EVENTS

'89 KAWASAKIS

Kawasaki is heading into

'89 with a wait-and-see

attitude, shelving their
preproduction USD forks at the last
minute in favor of conventional
46mm tubes. After a successful
season in 1988, the knowledge
gained from Team riders Ward,
Lechien, Matiasevich and
Kiedrowski has been funneled into
these new production bikes. KYB's
46mm forks, lighter weight and
better seat foam are promised for
the three biggest bikes. But
wait—there's more.

L

KX80

What? You expected upside-down
forks? Get outta here! The KX80
didn't exactly get earth-shattering
improvements, but neither did any of
ils competition, so the mini race
should remain even.

R

A few intelligent changes include a
new combustion chamber which
improves the engine's efficiency and
an additional radiator core which
increases capacity and adds 12.5mm
to the radiator width. An aluminum
die casting is used in the rubber reed
valve holder to avoid distortion due
to engine heat.

The clutch now uses Judder springs,
similar to those used in the KX125.
This will probably eliminate the

=
irritating Kawasaki clutch noise that
surfaces under hard starts.

Fork bottoming should also be less
of a problem with modifications
performed on both the outer tube and
main springs.

A minor, but potentially critical,
change involves adding a holder by
the drive and driven shaft bearings on
the crankcase to increase support of
the transmission bearing for greater
reliability.

KX125

Kawasaki pulled out all the stops and
bolted 46mm KYB forks on the 125.
The result should be better stability,
less fork flex and a plush ride.

The engine has seen several
changes: a revised exhaust port and
KIPS valve, a new cylinder head with
reduced compression, and improved
air flow to the carburetor. The
changes are all claimed to improve
power throughout the range.

The 125 has the same hubs,
aluminum steering stem and
dual-piston caliper front brake as the
big KXs. The cluteh, though, received
a warming over; longer 39.4mm clutch

pack springs should boost its strength.
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KX250
Huge forks are the most noticeable
change, but the engine work will

reveal itself once you're on the track.
Modifications to the KIPS, specifically

to the exhaust valve, provide more
accurate scavenging timing, while a
lower main exhaust port results in

better bottom-end and midrange.

A new exhaust pipe pumps up
power, while a new digital igniter
provides optimum timing advance at
all engine speeds. Redesigned front
and rear hubs save weight, but

incorporating the compression release
that made starting so easy in '88.

The new engine should be even
nicer with the balance weight of the
crankshaft shifted 18 degrees. Getting
back down to cornering speed should
be easier now that a dual-piston
caliper is used on the front brake
along with a stainless steel disc and
thicker brake pads.

The input and drive shaft gears are
. now made of nickel chrome-moly
steel for strength, while an aluminum
steering stem reduces weight.

The 46mm KYB forks are claimed to
be stronger than conventional models,
flex-free and silky smooth. SMx

Kawasaki says they're still strong.
Last year's bulbous tank has been
slimmed down for a more comfortable
riding position, and the seat foam is

denser for better support.

KX500

The KX500 won hands down for the

most usable Open-class power in '88.
Now Kawasaki says the powerplant

is even smoother, as they've adopted
the KIPS valve from a 250 while still
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CR80

There's not a whole lot to say about
the CR80 since new graphics are the
only switch. You're still looking at
one of the most successful minis ever

built, so it's hardly tragic that the
bike remains unchanged.

SPECIAL EVENTS

'89 HONDAS

For '89 the most talked

about items on the new red

bikes are their pricetags.
How about $4098 for a CR500 and a
whopping $3998 for a CR250? The
CR125 isn't far behind at $3298 and
even the unchanged CR80 pulls in &
choking $1998.

Regardless of the price, the bikes
will undoubtedly sell out once
again thanks to their predecessors’
race-winning ways. Check out the
features on the newest
motocrossers from Team Red.

CR125
The CR125 doesn't look like it's
undergone too many changes, but
there are actually a lot of items on
the “new” list. Honda is seeking more
low- to midrange performance with
combustion chamber and pipe
modifications.

New transmission ratios should
better match the revised power
characteristics, while strength and
rigidity improvements have been
made to the piston, connecting rod,
crankshaft and transmission parts.

Like its bigger brothers, the '89
CR125 has a lower center of gravity
and better mass centralization, The
seat height is half an inch lower and
fuel capacity is up.

The new delta-shaped Pro-Link and
swingarm combine with improved
linkage points to shape up the rear
suspension. The rear brake has a new
leverage ratio which is said to give
the rider more braking control.

CR250

The midsized CR was somewhat
controversial in '88. Some riders liked
the linear powerband, while others
thought the bike was soft in the

engine department. The forks were
much easier to figure out: they needed
serious work.

Honda says the new port design
and a revamped HPP valve should be

enough to silence any criticism of the
motor. Last year's useless front
suspension wasn't just revamped, it
was completely replaced. The new
upside-down Showas were developed
by HRC and lend a rigidity Hondas
have never seen. The elimination of
fork sliders below the axle will be a
big bonus on rutty or rocky courses.

Like the 500, the 250 has a tougher
frame with better mass centralization,
but it also has a removable rear
subframe to make working on the
bike easier.

No one complained about the
seating position on the '88 Honda
CR250, but the engineers couldn’t
resist improving a near-perfect design
by lowering the seat height by 12mm.

The delta-shaped Pro-Link rear
suspension was kept for another year,
but valving refinements in the shock
should help rear-end performance.

00
Honda claims that the explosive
CR500 has been smoothed out for '89.
The cylinder ports are reshaped, the
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exhaust pipe is a new “lowboy”
design and the silencer is quieter to
meet '89 FIM regulations.

They also state that the CR500 will
be easier to start than before (of
course, they say that every year).
Seriously, though, a groove machined
inside the cylinder will allow
compression to bleed off during
starting but have no effect while the
engine is running.

The upside-down Showa cartridge
forks are massive compared to the

old- style forks and should add a
serious amount of stability to the
previously twitch-prone CR. The rear
suspension benefits from a new
delta-shaped Pro-Link and the
swingarm is lighter.

The frame is new, too, and is

‘designed to be more rigid and have a

lower center of gravity, The “slim
Jim" body styling of the '88 CR250 is
incorporated into the '89 CR500 (even
though the fuel capacity has been
increased to 2.4 gallons). SMX

7563 Indian Ave.,

Riverside, CA

Far vour nearest MS dealer.
call (714) 686-1052

riding for fun



SPECIAL EVENTS

'89 SUZUKIS

] The '88 RMs left no doubt
that Suzuki was back into
motocross in a big way,

and the company is approaching

the '89 season stronger than ever.

The longawaited case-reed engines

are here, and, believe it or not,

all-new plastic adorns the latest

RM series.

RM125

When the '88 RM125 was introduced,
Bob Hannah said it was good, but he
couldn't resist adding, “wait until you
see the '89.” Hannah knew what to
expect from this RM, and it is
impressive.

Start with beefed-up 46mm forks
and complement them with a new
case-reed engine; it's easy to see why
Buckwheat was excited.

A lower center of gravity was
Suzuki's goal in lowering the radiators
by 15mm and the left side of the fuel
tank by a whopping 130mm. The top
surface of the fuel tank is 35mm
lower, adding to the extremely flat
feel of the seat/tank junction.

The new fenders that brighten up
the RM250 also reside on the RM125.

RM8BO

”The littlest RM looks like it's hardly

changed, but there are some
important differences.

A case-reed engine propels the
minimissile, and Automatic Exhaust
Timing Control finally made its way
down the line to the RMBO0.

To control power surge Suzuki
added one drive and one driven plate
to the clutch, while the shift fork shaft
and bearing are larger for better
shifting under power.

The forks are beefier with 35mm
tubes (last year's tubes were 33mm)
cinched in the triple clamps, and the

rear suspension travel was increased
to 10.8 inches,

It might not look like much has
been done, but that's because Suzuki
spent time on improvements, not just
on cosmetic changes. The bike's
appearance has changed little, but the
unseen refinements should keep the
bike competitive for another year.

e

It's a change that's been needed for
as long as we can remember.

Other features the 125 shares with
its bigger brother: a lighter shock,
linkage and swingarm for less
unsprung weight; larger-diameter front

disc with larger pads and larger shift
fork shaft and bearing.

Suzuki claims they've also reduced
the amount of friction in the fork and
shock bearings to give an even
plusher ride.

RM250

The darling of the 250 class isn't
slowing down after being crowned
“best ever.” Quite the opposite.

KYB's new upside-down forks dress
up the front end and promise to add
rigidity and straight-line stability. The
unanswered question, of course, is
just how plush are they? We'll find
out soomn.

The new case-reed engine should
rev out longer and have crisper
throttle response; a longer shift fork
shaft and its larger bearing are
designed to ease gear changes.

The lowboy pipe we saw in
pre-production photos didn't make it
onto the '89 RM250, but the new
version still locks less intrusive and
allowed the designers to lower the
right-hand side of the gas tank by
70mm. As a result, the muffler resides
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100mm lower on the frame.

The plastic is all new, so everyone
can stop complaining about the ugly
fenders. The seat extends farther
front and rear, and is flatter to aid
rider movement.

The shock, swingarm and linkage

levers are lighter, reducing unsprung
weight, but Suzuki claims they are as
strong as before.

The new front disc is larger, and
Suzuki claims the rear disc has
improved action. In addition, the pad
size is beefed up on the rear.  SMX
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' _SQUEEKY'S
SUNSHINE CYCLE

1-800-654-2507

Maior credit cards accepted;
Diners  MasterCard  American  Cane
Club  Optima

Express

(SORRY, NO CATALOG)

Blanche

COME VISIT OUR STORES
NOTHING SOLD AT SUGGESTED RETAIL

TWO RETAIL LOCATIONS

18318 BEACH BLVD
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA

529 S. STATE COLLEGE
ANAHEIM, CA

ALL PRICES GOOD IN BOTH STORES UNTIL THE PRINTING OF THE NEXT ISSUE. CALL FOR PRICES ON ITEMS NOT LISTED.

BRIDGESTONE
410 x 14 M22
410 x 18 M22
400 x 18 M22
510 x 18 M22
510 x 17 M22
275 x 17 M23
300 x 21 M23
300 x 21 M39
120 x 18 M40
130 x 18 M40

CHENG SHIN 0755
SMetzier Copy)

10 x 14 C755 19.88
410 x 18 C755 25.88
460 x 18 C755 29.88

530 x 17 C755 34.88
560 x 18 C755 " =>x37.88
560 x 17 G755 37.88
460 x 17 C755 2588
300 x 21 C755 19.88
325 x 21 C755 21.88

275 x 17 K490 1T
470 x 14 K480 IT
120 x 18 K490 IT
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120/100 x 18 K195
300 x 21 K490
300 x 21 K139
300 x 21 K30
100/100 x 18 K595
1101100 x 18 K505

100/100 x 18 KEBS
1710/100 x 18 K695
120/100 x 18 K695

SPARK PLUGS
NGK ES (box of 10}

NGK EG (box of 4)

NGK EV (box of 4]

NGK EGV (box of 4)

NGK REG (box of 4)

NGK RES (box of 10}

ND X24ESU (box of 10)

ND W24ESU (box of 10)

SUNGLASSES

Dakley Blades 58.88

Oakley Razor Blades 64.88
T8
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Oakley Eyeshades
Oakley Trigger Arms 11
JT Threds "New"

SINISALO
YAMAHA PANTS

$49.88
Retail Price $109.95
Sizes 24 to 34
. Shin & Knee
Not Included at This Price

AXO SERIES 95
CLOSE-OUTS
Honda Sizes 28 to 34 (Red & Biue)
‘Yamaha Sizes 30 to :uéied Only)

Light Grey Sizes 26 to
Neon Orange Sizes 28 to 36
Rose Sizes o 36

Price $59.88 nnd shin and knee
guards included.

AXO Series 29

AXQ Series 40

Maleolm Smith Enduro

JT Wet Gloves

JT Flexon

JT Haif Breed

Malcolm Smith Wet Gloves
Cneal Bullat

Sinisalo SCD Gloves

Haliman Enduro Glove
Hallman Viking

Haliman Kids Giove

Oneal Qualifier Glove “New"
Simsalo Sport Gloves “New”™

JT FLEXON
“Limited Time Offer”

$28.88
GEAR BAGS
AXO

Malcolm Smith Lg. Cordura 59.88

EE.NEE

BRGEEES A58 B8!
BREIRERERRR22E

Answer Gear Bag 44 88
Helmet Bag 12.88
Oneal Trak-Pac 13000cc 49.88
Oneal Trak-Pac 6300cc 3288

KIDNEY BELTS
AXQ Superbelt Il Xig “New™ 34.88
AXO Superbelt Il Child “New"™ 28 58
AXO Superbeit Il “New™

Halliman Vertebelt

Answer AC-ill 26.88

Vented Gold Belt 18.88

Team Gold Belt 18.88

Vented Mini Gold Beit 13.88
d Belt XLg 0.88

Oneal Cool Lite 0. o 2R

Oneal Bullet Foam Belt, -~ 3088

HELMETS

JT ALS-1

JT ALS-2

Crown (Fiberglass)

Arai Team Hermels

Arai Solid Ci

Shoei VJ101 rOpen Face)

Shoei Team Color VX 199.88
Shoei VX3V 154.88
Shoei VJ101 Team Coior 149.88
Bieffe BX-6 (Snell App.) 98.88
Bell Moto IV 149.88
Beill Moto It 119.88
TNT Vetter by Bell 98.
MOTOCROSS
PANTS

Gear Pro Pants B8.88
AXOQ Series 135 119.88
AXO Series 95 54 88
AXO Dayglo & Rose 99.88
Malcoim Smith Pro Series Bd 88

Malcolm Smith Gortex 88
Malcoim Smith Gortex Jackets !5988
JT Bcnshsad Pams 84.9.
JT Dymor

88
AXO Sweal Pams “New™ 19.88
Answer ProGlow 99.88
Oneal Bullet Pants 95.88
Malcolm Smith Stage ! Pant  €9.88
Maicolm Smith Team Name 74.88
Sinisalp SCD Pants 99.88
Sinisalo Jet Pants 84.88
Hallman Viking 104.88

OVER STOCKED

While They Last
AXO Super Plus Vented Jersey
Reg. $37.85 - Sale Price $22.88

714-847-5300 714-772-0800
Discover  Visa OPEN 7 DAYS
JERSEYS ACERBIS PLASTICSf
Gear Pro Jersey 25.88 | Hand Guards (drum brake) 13.8
JT Pro Four Jersey 348 Hand Guards (disc brake) 13.38
AXQ Ven 22.88 | Disc Protectors (front) 18.88
AXO IGU"’ Conon 15.88 | Disc Protectors (rear) 2188
AXO Super 50/50 22.88 | Hand Guard far Barkbuster 15.88
AXO Super Plus 31.88 | Front & Rear Fenders 15.88
AXQ Super Plus Vent 22.88 | Skid Plate 2'6 88
AXQ Reverse Navy Plus 32.88 | Reservoir Guards
AXO Type 'S’ Jersey 3388
Malcoim Smith Pro 15.88 gﬂnsrgnsl.fl.golgsous
Malcolm Smith Trim Fit 1960 ) CEOTE LGRS e
Maicoim Smith Colorcross 3dgs | 250 T 1096
Answer Pro Glow 18.88 B’?‘Kw;us;grs L] 3788
Answer Proline a2 | garious) 1588
Sinisalo Sport Jersey 15.88 Em:ru.rg Jugsz L 2368
Sinisalo World Jersey 2488 e
AXO Back Pack 2888
T head Jersey 17.88 Easy Clutch 3788
Oneal Bullet Jersey 2088 | B8 L e 50.88
Hallman Viking Jersey 2388 Twin A eFI! 1988
JT Splash, Stokes & WAL e
Billboard 16.88 | Malcolm Smith Fanteen 33.88
JT Protour: Splash, Strokes : Malcolm Smith Deluxe Fanny  19.88
Biliboard & Bonehead 34.gg | Malcolm Smith Tool Pack 30.88
A Hallman Tool Pack 3088
GOGGLES Rear Gear 17.88
Oakley 12.88 | Pro Circuit Pipes 142,88
sr.mm 17.88 | Tsubaki 520 Chain per pitch 24¢
Jones 21.88 | AK 520 Chain ‘O’ Ring per pitch 42¢
Scoft 83 12.88 | Diamond 520 Chain per pitch 29¢
Scott 83s (child) 12.88 | Sparkys 37.88
Scaolt 89 (wiLexan Lens) 14.88 | Answer Roost Boost 49.88
Scont 87 (glasses) 18.88 | Answer Oval Silencers 53.88
Scott 109 “New"™ 18.88 | Answer Oval Sparkarrestors 71.88
JT GSX-1 18.88 | FMF Pipes 139.88
Smith Rolloffs (wigeggles) 3188 | LUBRICANTS
GOGGLE Bel-Ray MC-1 [‘Case of 24) 58.88
Bel-Ray MC-1 Gal 23.88
ACCESSORIES PJ Goldiire (Case of 12) ores
Roll Offs (Scon, Oakiey, Smith, JT) 23.88 | Spectro (Case of 24) 66.
Aol O Fitm {4 pack) 4.88 ) Spectro Gear (Case of 12) 39| BE
Qakley ATFM Mask 11.88 | Maxima Super ‘M’ (Case of 12) 31.88
Scott Half Mask Venturi 5.88 | Maxima Super ‘M 1/2 Gal. 12.88
Scolt Venturi Mask 7.88 ) Maxima 927 112 Gal 17.88
Scott Original Mask 5.88 | Duralube 50-1 (Case of 12} 3388
Scott EFS System “New™ 58.88 | Duralube Water Pumper 33.88
Quick Strap 13.88 (Case of 12)
RIPS Call for other case prices
DeCrosser Grip ses | HANDLEBARS
DeGrj - 4.88 | Answer Carbon Stesi
Scolt Hurricane 4.88 | Answer Chromemoly
Scott Slim 4.88 | Aluminite
,énirww 588
Rl 388 | Axo rurbo PLus
Oury Pyramid 488 | AXO Ar
DeBruiser Crossbar Pad 4.88 | Oneal Traif Lite
Oneal Bullet Bools
SHOULDER P ADS Alpingstars Tech i
Hallman Mach 5 Fox Pro Comp Boots
Hallman Jr. Pro Armor o408 g:df%ya )
j?‘m.‘%gcm ggg Hallman Kids ‘-—fﬂ‘f >
JT V2000 7088 |10 Secks
HRP Flak Jak 238 J _o7.88 | Socks
Oneal Rok-Blok —— 89.88
Oneal Rokjacket 39.88 HOW TO ORDER
Oneal Rokjacket | Kids 29.88
Oneal okjacket s %288 | FOR CREDIT CARD OR
cerbis . _
R e 7281 ©.0.D. ORDERS CALL:
gﬁﬂomgg ETgur%E;bow Guard Egﬂ 1-800-654-2507
oulder Fa
‘Sinisako Shocider Pad -1 79.88 CALIFORNIA CUSTOMERS CALL:
Sinisalo Shouider Pad S-2  56.88 714-847-5300
Haliman Pro Armor 79.88 FOR MAIL ORDERS WRITE TO:

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL
Buy a Sinisalo Jet Pant
and get a Sinisalo Sport Jersey
FREE

SUNSHINE CYCLE
18318 BEACH BLVD
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648
OUT OF COUNTRY
ORDERS WELCOMED
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Club (CMC)

Promoter: CMC
714/261-6116

OCTOBER 2
Huron MX Park

Promoter: CMC
714/261-6116
OCTOBER 9
Argyll Cycle Park
Doon, CA
Promoter: CMC
714/261-6116

OCTOBER 16

i
z

: CMC
T14/261-6116

L IN DeGRIP.

=y  How we achieved a blister free grip.

The two key elements that cause blistering are
design and rubber compound.

The DeGrip has the best of both.

Design: Smooth Side

& Smooth upper side, most grips have
blister producing ribs on the top. gl

® Ribs on the bottom for traction, §
with a near smooth upper for ¢
the palms of your hands.

Rubber Compound:

® A New exclusive Sunline compound is softer yet 20%
tougher.

® Does not transmit engine vibrations.

Proof:

Cross Country racing such as Baja is a true test
of a grips’ performance. Right now Dan Smith is the
man to beat, he knows DeGrip is tough enough to
conguer Baja yet soft enough to get through it
without blisters.

Like we said,
it's all in DeGrip.

Sunline Inc.

DeGrip $5.95 MX and Original Tacki-Grips $5.95
To order contact Sunline Inc. 7045 Darby Ave., Reseda, CA 91335 (818) 705-6520
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STYLISH. Spike's one-of-a-kind hairdo
is a real eye-catcher. But how does he
handle “helmet hair"?

SPIKE STRIKE

1 am writing to bring your

E attention to the DG
Performance ad in

your magazine featuring ‘‘Spike.” 1

know 1 speak for all the guys at the

race tracks around here when I say

Spike has got to go!

This is no way to advertise and
promote our sport; this guy looks as if
he has the mentality of a three-year-
old. No offense to DG, but they are
only degrading themselves and our
sport.

Jay Hayman
Pasadena, TX

DG says they were only trying to
inject a little casual humor into their
ad, As for Spike, he's actually a very
intelligent, soft-spoken guy and an
excellent test rider with a strange
haircut. DG has no plans to oust
him. —Ed.

WHAT’S HE LIKE?

Pu.g I like your Hangin' Out

. articles (especially the one
with Rick Johnson) and [ was

wondering if you are ever going to
hang out with Jeff Stanton?

Darien, IL

Jeff is a great rider who has the
potential to become one of the truly
elite American motocross racers
within the next couple of years. We
would be crazy not to hang out with
him. —Ed,

20/20 VISION

; Bob Carpenter’s editorial
Bring Back Works Bikes"
sounds good on paper, but
unfortunately that's not the way it is
for real spectators. Bob, you must not
have made it to Unadilla for the MX
des Nations where they raced the
so-called “works" bikes. If you had

walked along the pit fences and tried
to get a look at the bikes, all you
would have seen were the front
bumpers of the “waorks box vans.”
KTM was the only company willing to
park bikes near the fence where they
could be looked at. All the other
companies and race teams hid from
the spectators’ view.

The attitudes of the ragers and
companies must change. Bringing
back works bikes won't bring back
spectators, especially when they
won't even let us take a peek at them.

Steve Reno
Batavia, 1A

You've got a good point, Steve.
However, weather conditions al
Unadilla were pretty miserabie, so
most of the mechanics were just
trying to stay comfortable.

Despite the rain, the Yamaha pits
were gasily viewed from the pit
fence. In fact, I remember talking
with spectators about the trick airbox
on Leif Persson's YZM500, and 1
spoke with some of the others who
were under the shade tent with some
exotic equipment.

At most races the pits are opened
to spectators about 30 minutes after
the race is over to allow a close-up
view of the bikes. You're right,
though, the motorcycle manufacturers
need to continue to accommedate the
people who keep them in
business. —Ed,

TOTALLY TUBULAR

Your June '88 issue says
“Reports from Japan indicate
Brad Mitchell that the 1989 Honda CR

lineup will come equipped with
Showa upside-down forks.” Will this
include the CR80?
Jason Croslow
Stockton, CA

Sorry, no. —Ed.

HOW DO YOU REALLY FEEL?

E‘ In regards to the B[iilol:ial

= St “Bring Back Works Bikes,”

== Bahngarpenter's attitude
stinks.

As the mother of a "lowly”
privateer (that was in bad taste, Bob),
the production rule gives anyone with
talent and commitment the chance to
go out and race and win. Along with

the “lowly” privateer that goes to the
races comes a mother, father, sisters,
brothers, grandparents and a friend or
two. Not bad for packing 'em in.
We're not there to ooh and aah over
some factory rider and his‘equipment.
We're there to waich our “lowly”
privateer kick butt.
1f you want your works bikes back,
then you and the other guy in section
Z can sit in the L.A. Coliseum and
watch your 10 or 15 factory riders
race on their awesome machines.
Beannie Riddle
West Valley, UT

No one at 5{MX is insulting
privateers. The word “lowly” was
placed in quotes to let you know it
was tongue-in-cheek. What I meant
was that I don’t think privateers are
so “lowly"” that they need rules to
make the bikes more even.

The production rule doesn’t work
(de you honestly think your son's
bike is even close to what Rick
Johnson is riding?), and it doesn't
matter anyway—a rider of Rick
Johnson's caliber is going to finish
ahead of your son even if they
trade bikes.

As this is the case, why don't we
put the B.[s of the world on totally
sano works bikes and free up the
heavily modified production bikes for
top privateers? It would give
privateers more incentive to make it
to the upper echelons of racing.

Rather than shutting the door on
privateers; I believe going back to
works bikes would actually epen up
more opportunities. —Ed.

MXTV IS NIFTY
After seeing the “Masters of
Motocross” on ESPN, I wrote
a letter telling them that's
what we, motocross fans, would like
to see more of. If you saw it you
should also respond. A giant bag of
letters just might get more motocross
on TV.
Steve Lorain
Philomath, OR

We appreciate your views and opinions. Send letters lo
Super/Mato Cross, Attention: “Riders’ Meating, " 8490
Sunset Blvd,, Los Angeles, CA S0069. Letters must ba
signed and include your addrass and telephone number;

howeaver, we will withhold your name at your request. We
raserva the right 1o eadit letters for clarity or length. The
vigws expressed heve are not necessanly those of
Super/Moto Cross.
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GIVEN THE BOOT. Ron
Lechien showed up at the
Hollister staging area in dirty
blue boots. A JT rep
whipped out a new white
pair and insisted Lechien put
them on even though
staging was just seconds
away. Ron got the boots—
and the rest of his gear—
dirty in a third-turn fall.

Ny e ‘f‘ *?m.

CITY DRIVING. Team
Honda’s George Holland is a
country boy at heart, so a
spin with wife Dana through
New York City after the
Meadowlands supercross
was an eye-opener. Shady
characters abound at 2:30 in
the morning, but Dana’s
prized moments were
purchasing a Hard Rock
Cafe T-shirt—and spotting
Dan Ackroyd at the
restaurant.

e O "
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RANDOM NOTES
No-shows at the Red Bud
500 National included
Team Yamaha's Brec
Glover and Micky
Dymond, as rumors of a

BOB CARPENTER

NOSGNOHL A HYS

=

water-cooled, big-bore
Yamaha failed to pan out.
Jeff Stanton, who finished
fifth overall, was the only
Team Yamaha rep on
hand. Stanton was backed
by privateers Jim Holley
and Doug Dubach (who
finished eighth and 12th,
respectively); all were on
production YZ490s.

Team Honda filed a
protest against Kawasaki
rider Ron Lechien
following an alleged
gate-jumping incident in
the first moto. According
to overall winner Rick
Johnson, Lechien was a
full bike length ahead
before anyone else
crossed the gate. AMA
officials rejected the
protest.

A
Team Suzuki's Johnny
O'Mara took a convincing
win in the 125 Expert class
at the 21st Annual
Mammoth Mountain

Motocross in Mammoth
Lakes, California. It was

the O'Show’s first 125 ride
in more than two years. In
the second 125 moto,
Yamaha Support rider
Mike Craig beat Team
Honda's George Holland
at the wire for second
overall. R]. had a pair of
easy wins in the 250 and
500 Pro classes. Former
Cagiva factory rider A.J.
Whiting came out of
retirement to briefly lead
the 250 Pro class aboard a
production Honda. He
finished third overall, just
behind Suzuki's Ty Davis.

e\ B

Broc Glover’s
cut-and-paste YZ490/250
hybrid which appeared at
the Hollister 500 U.S. GP
has a first cousin in
England: Yamaha rider
Rob Herring has been
using a similar machine in
the British 500 National
series.

CREMICALS
+

PARTS WAREHOUSE

North Shore Racing features a large inventory of HONDA FACTORY RACING

PARTS for all CR, XR and ATC models. ORDER DIRECT FROM THE RACING

EXPERTS AND SAVE!

Fiber Clutch Plates:

CRA50/480/500R from $4.75 ea.
CR250R from 54.20 ea.
CR125R from $3.95 ea
CREOR from 53.50 ea.
Metal Clutch Plates:

CRA50/480/500R from $4.85
CR250R from $4.50
CR125R from $3.70
CHBOR from §2.85
Clutch Springs Sets:

CR250/450/480/500R  from 56.95 set
CR125R Iram SE.50 st
CRBOR from $5.50 sat

Cables, Clutch & Brake

All CRIXRIATV from $4.95
Disc Brake Hose:

CR500/250/1 25/80R from 832.50
Throttle Cables:

All CRIXRIATV from $4.25

Factory Shop Manuals:

All CRIXR/ATV from $14.95

=

FREEH

~ SPECIAL OF

p— E. - _lt

ead Modification and FREE HPPS/ATAC
Servicing with every port job. Three types
porting—ONLY $139.00, flow chart included.
Complete suspension service available—

» Revalve, Fluid Change $109.00

e Fluid change, cleaning, recharge $55.00

Front Sprockets:

CR250/450/480/500R from §10.95
CR125R from$ 8.95
CRBOR froms 4.95
Rear Sprockets:

CR450/480/500R from $26.:95
CR125R from $24.95
CR80R from$ 2.95
Drive Chain:

Tsubaki from $9.95
Diamond irom $6.95

Brake Shoes Front & Rear:
All CR Models from $2.95

Disc Brake Pads: Front & Rear =
All GR Models from $5.95

FER

'W_ﬂ

Piston:
CRAS04B0/S00R
CR250R
CR125R

CRE0R

Rings:
CRA450/480/500R
CR250R

CR125R

CREBOR

Clutch & Brake Lever:
All CRIXR/ATV

Shift Levers:
CR250/450/480/500R
CR125R

CREOR

from §32.95
from §32.50
from $22.50
from §16.00

from $13.95
from$11.95
from3s 8.95
from$ 6.95

from §4.75
from $19.95

from $19.25
from$11.75

<>

Gasket Kits:

CR250/450/480/500R from $13.50
CR125R from $10.95
CRE0R from & B.50
Fenders Front & Rear:
CR450/480/500R from $18.50
CR125/250R from $16.95
CR80R from$11.75
Fork Seals Kits:
CR250/450/480/500R from $8.50
CR125R from 87.95
CREOR from S7.50

ROOSTBOOSTPIug in additional
horsepower in minutes.  $49.96

no personal checks.

ORDER DIRECT AND SAVE We ship UPS daily.
Visa, Mastercard, COD Cash, Cashiers check or
Money Orders are accepted for payment. Please Highland Park, IL 60035

STORE HOURS 9:00 A.M.-6:00 PM. DAILY-CENTRAL STANDARD TIME

NORTH SHORE HONDA TO ORDER CALL:
1540 Clavey Road

312/831-5372 or
312/831-9503




GP NOTES
Yamaha's Micky Dymond
won both motos of the
Hollister 500 U.S. GP 250
Support class, edging out
Honda teammates George
Holland (who flew in
following Saturday's
Mammoth Mountain event)
and Guy Cooper.

Mike Healey, currently
ranked ninth in the 125
World Championships
aboard a Cagiva, is
reportedly unhappy with
his current employer.
Insiders say Healey is
being used as a guinea pig
for new part testing.
Holland's White Power
boss Henk Thuiss is said
to be interested in
contracting Healey for a
private team the Dutch
suspension specialist
hopes to organize for the
1989 GP season.

of six on the AMA
National schedule.

HI THERE. Suzuki’:
Hannah made n:':f;:ab _After an easy first moto
PP af the S win, Johnson had a

tremendous battle with
Team Kawasaki's Ron
Lechien for the lead in
moto two. Lechien got off
to a sixth-place start, then
passed Johnson late in the
race. After the two
exchanged the lead
several times, Johnson
made his final move to
seal the win on the last
lap. Lechien finished

L second overall with a 2-2
Honda’s Rick Johnson lacks oo followed by Jeff
ready (o Wi s pecoich Leisk’s 3-3 and Jeff
National title of the season. =

250 National, though, by his
own admission, he wasn't in
top form. Hannah made a
short excursion off the track
during the first moto to talk
with a couple of his many
fans, then got back in the
race. Bob finished eighth
overall.

Honda's French 125 GP
contender Jean-Michel
Bayle will be coming to
America to work with
Roger DeCoster following

;
z
E
B

PACESETTER. Team

the completion of the 125 It's that Johi 's 4-4. Tommy Watts
GP season. Bayle will has just signed another went 7-5 for fifth overall,
spend two months prior to three-year contract with 1988 250 National

the Paris Supercross Team Honda. Champion Jeff Ward had a

dismal day, finishing 15th
with a 10-35 score. Wardy

STEEL CITY ~ woan
m very
SHOWDOWN motivated in the first

The latest word from the moto, and basically just
Nationals is in: Rick circuited the track. In
Johnson continues to lead moto two, he only turned
the AMA /Bel-Ray 500 a few laps before pulling
National Championship off. Jeff claimed problems
following a 1-1 effort at with a sore shoulder
Steel City, USA. in forced him to slow down,
Delmont, Pennsylvania. and he's now in seventh in
The event was round three  the 500cc point standings.
Johnson now leads
Lechien, 143 to 116, with
consistent Aussie Leisk in
third with 113 points.
Stanton holds fourth with
112 points, with Fred
Andrews (89), Watts (83),
Ward (78), Tem Carson
(68), Doug Dubach (54)
and Kurt MeMillen (49)
rounding out the top 10.
In the RK Chain 125
Series, Honda's George

practicing in California.
The French rider, who was
billed as the heir-apparent
to the 125 World
Championship throne, has
had his confidence shaken
by Dutch Cagiva rider !
Dave Strijbos’ consistently |
strong performances. Bayle
trailed the Dutch rider by
23 points going into the
French GP on July 3rd, but
closed to within four
points of Strijbos with a
stunning 1-1 win. Strijbos
finished third in the first
French moto, but could
manage only 16th place
the next time out due to
several crashes the Cagiva [*
rider blamed on
interference from Bayle's
enthusiastic countrymen.

WHAT’S YOUR SIGN?
Sherwood, Michigan, e ‘S8 Holland continues to lead
resident Jeff Stanton isn't HIGH FIVE. Bevo Forti gets Wl the point standings, but it

the shakes from Mike
LaRocco’s dad following the
;::,:::,f"ma w_,::jm o Pennsylvania on the very
Goodtimes Park in San same track where he won
Antonio. Mike's dad won the || last year's United Slates
arm-wrestling match, tco. 125 Grand Prix. Kehoe
passed both Holland and

was Suzuki's Erik Kehoe

exactly Mr. Hollywood, so
who took the overall in

we planned lunch with model
Chantel Dubay before the
Stylin’ photo session to
“loosen things up.”

CATCHING UP. Guy Cooper is still charging. His 2-3, thl

overall at Steel City was good for third overall in the 1988
125 National Championship Series point standings.

Guy Cooper in the first
moto to take the win,
though George was able to
come back and win the
second. Overall, it was
Kehoe (1-2), Holland (3-1),
Cooper, (2-3), Ronnie
Tichenor (4-5) and Donny
Schmit (7-4). Larry Ward,
Todd DeHoop, Mike Jones,
Keith Bowen and Ty Davis

NEW WORLD
CHAMP?
Following David Thorpe’s
convincing 1-1 victory at
the July 10th British 500
Grand Prix, reports from
Europe indicate that the
500 World Championship
leader broke his
collarbone and dislocated
his shoulder during a
practice crash on july
16th, the day before the
Dutch 500 GP. As a result,
Team Honda's Eric
Geboers was able to claim
the series points lead from
Thorpe, who has
reportedly undergone
surgery to repair the
damage in hopes of
returning in time to
compete at the next-to-last

= B,

completed the top 10
overall. The 125 National
Championship point
standings show Holland
(384) followed by Kehoe
(349), Cooper (309), Schmit
(805), Tichenor (235), Larry
Brooks (233), Mike
LaRocco (192), DeHoop
[183), Bowen (151) and
Davis (98).

round in Belgium.

According to spectators,
Thorpe was braking hard
for a corner when his front
wheel dropped into a
small rut, pitching the
Honda rider over the bars.
Geboers won the event
overall with a 1-2 score,
followed by Kees van der
Ven (2-1) and Kurt Nicoll
[4-4). Geboers's
championship point total
is 279, with Thorpe in
second at 251, and Nicoll
in third with 230. With
only three events (San
Marino, Belgium and
Luxembourg) remaining in
the series, it looks as
though Geboers will now
become the first rider ever
to win world titles in all
three classes.




Suzuki’s Erik Kehoe and
| Ronnie Tichenor have been
" f| getting in each other’s way
| lately. First, they did a slam
dance at the Meadowlands
Supercross, then they
tangled in turn one at the
Southwick National. Maybe
they should put turn signails
| on their bikes.

o R N R ]
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After eight of 12 events,
American Rodney Smith is
ranked second in the 250 ;
World Championships, 33 [% »'4
points behind the e
Netherlands's John Van
den Berk and seven points
ahead of third-place Brit
Jem Whatley. The
Chesterfield/Suzuki rider
will make his next e
appearance when the 250 [
Grand Prix series &
continues at the Unadilla

250 U.S. GP on July 24th.

Britain's David Thorpe
won the British 500 Grand
Prix held on July 10 with a
1-1 score, defeating
arch-rival Eric Geboers
(2-2) and Dutchman Kees
van der Ven (3-3). Thorpe
now holds a five-point
edge over Geboers, with
four rounds left. The series |
concludes in Luxembourg
on August 14th.

Julie Angie
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Team Kawasaki's Jeff
Ward took the 1988 AMA
250 National

b Championship at the final
round in San Antonio,
Texas. Wardy beat
Honda’s Rick Johnson,
whose series results were
{ marred by m nical
problems at Gainesville
and Axton.

At Red Bud in
Buchanan, Michigan, the
250 riders made the switch
to 500s, while the 125
competitors moved into
the final half of their
11-race season.

Johnson had a bad day
in Michigan, at least by
his standards: following a
crash early in the first
moto, Rick experienced
problems with a too-soft
fork, eventually fi
fourth as Wari
Johnson came back to win
the second moto, but Jeff's
third place in moto two

i,

SHORT-LIVED. Jeff Ward
won the opening 500
National at Red Bud,
Michigan, but a flat tire at
the second round in
Binghamton, New York,
allowed Rick Jehnson to
take the points lead.

L e

gave the Kawasaki rider
the overall win and a brief
lead in the 500 s

Johnson came back at
the next round at
Broome-Tioga Sports
Center in Binghamton,
New York, taking
advantage of a couple of
flat tires suffered by Team
Kawasaki's Ward and Ron
Lechien. Ward was
leading the first moto
when his bike's front tire
punctured, allowing
Johnson to get by for the
win. Lechien held third in
moto two when his
KX500's rear tire went out,
another victim of the

rocky course. Johnson took
the overall and the 500
series point lead.

In the 125 class, Guy
Cooper continued his
stunning comeback, taking
an easy overall win when
both Erik Kehoe and
George Holland suffered
flat tires in the first moto.

Kehoe came back to win
th “ond. Cooper now
has four 125 National wins
for the year, moving to
fourth in series points.

| e

F 8 e

WHO IS HE? That's what a

fot of people ask as a racer

goes blazing by, but with
Whozees riders will stand

out from the pack. Former
National motocross racer

Bryar Holcomb was at the

L.A. Supercross to set up

Ron Lechien and the other

guys with ID for their bikes. :
It seemed like Whozees |
were everywhere. |3

SWAN SONG. Yamaha's
grueling three-year losing
streak came to an end at the
L.A. Supercross when Broc
Glover took the main event
win in style after a massive
first-turn pileup stalled many
of the top contenders.
Glover held a smooth,
consistent pace to break the
drought. The race will likely
be Glover's last supercross
on a YZ since his contract is
up at the end of '88 and
Yamaha isn't in 2
money-spending mood.
Glover says he'd like to go

| to Europe in '89.
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RUNNER UP. (LerT) Kurt Nicoll is the
Sylvaln Geboers of the '80s: always
seeming to finish just out of the top slot
in the quest for a championship. With
Eric Geboers and David Thorpe in the
500 class, it looks like Nicoll might have
to settle for third this time.

AT THE RACES

WHO'’S FASTER?

.

By Jack Burnicle

RATE
THE

Goat Breker has received a lot of transatlantic sympathy for the

fate which befell him when he ventured to Europe to contest the

1988 500 World Motocross Championship. Four weeks after the
first grand prix a demoralized Breker was back home in California, his
campaign abandoned,

“Goat realized how hard it is in Europe," says two-time World
Champion Dave Thorpe. “He came over in February and won Beaucaire
on consistency. As everyone here knows, that race is no indication of
the year.”

Thorpe speaks from experience. He is probably the only guy ever to
win Beaucaire's annual curtain-raiser in southern France and
subsequently enjoy a successful season. He managed the feat in 1985,
when he won his first world title.

David has a lot of respect for the leading American riders. “Whether
it's Ricky Johnson, Jeff Ward or Goat Breker, they all have the ability to
motivate themselves for one race, to psyche themselves up. It's their
biggest asset, though obviously Ricky and Jeff are very talented as well."

NUMBER ONE? Dave Thorpe is one of
i the world’s fastest 500cc riders.
S/MX = OCTOBER 1988 31



STILL CRAZY

JT Racing USA, serving the needs of
motocross riders world wide for the past 18
crazy years, sfays at the front of the field in
protection, innovation, performance and
durability.

Today's JT rider never setiles for less than
the best because JT has over 4,000 products,
colors and sizes to choose from. Products and
ideas that are California born.

American Originals. =o

Sure, JT is still 4
crazy after all e
these years.
Crazy about .
the sport of S
mofocross. Crazy about
quality. Crozy about making
products of form and function. And crazy
about your fofal satisfaction with every one of
our products.

If you are crazy about motocross, don't set-
tle for anything but the best, JT Racing USA.

A, ALS-I™ Helmet 01101HW $174.95
*GSX™ Goggle 03100WH00 50193
Fullstream™ Facemask 04180BRO0 ST

B ALS-2™ Helmet 0102GW $209.%
*G5X™ Goggles 03100CYBH $21.95

C. V-2000™ 52000.TCB $99.00

D. ProTour™ Jemey 29242WC 33798

E. DymondBock™ Ponts  12260BH, 12260PC  $99.00

. Flexon™  22242PC, 22242RW, 22242BW  $36.%%

G. JT Boot [alsc owailable in Blue] ~ 40294WH  3199.%0

I

. JT 1988 Catdlog ¥3.00
Iridial lens Availoble Only As Replocement lens  $19.%5

Send $3.°° for your copy of JT's complete
‘88 Catalog to IT Racing, 515 Otay
Valley Road, Chula Vista, CA 92011. JT
products are available from your local
dealer or call JT direct. (619) 421-2660.

»

1 (619) 421-2660

“JT Racing USA 1988

“The young guys in the
States get everything in
the schoolboys—six
bikes, campers, the lot.
Then they automatically
assume they'll get the
same as adulfs and so
they don’t work as
hard.”

—Rob Herring

Thorpe adds, “we have good riders
in Europe, too. All the Americans are
good, but not better than the
Europeans as the U.S. press would
have us believe. Ricky is probably in
a class of his own. If there is a gap, it
is between him and the rest of the
Americans, not between the rest of
the Americans and us. All in all,
we're pretty egual.”

Some of Thorpe’s views are echoed
by his great British rival and the
world's number two 500 GP rider,
Kawasaki's Kurt Nicoll. "Americans
race hard at races we don't treat so
seriously,” confesses Kurt. “They
seem able to psyche themselves for
every race, Every time we see them
they're flat out, whereas I find it very
difficult to get excited except for the
world championships,

“Johnson, Ward and Lechien seem
to be dominant in the States now, but
I think that some American racers
have a one-sided view of European
racing, thinking that it is easy. We
have yet to see one of the current
crop of Americans finish at the top of
the world championships.

“We don't get information about
young American riders, but it does
seem as if the established stars from
Johnson and Lechien's era of a few
years ago are still well ahead of any
new American racers."”

TWO-TIERED SYSTEM
Precociously talented teenager Rob
Herring campaigns the 250 GPs for
Britain on a factory Yamaha. "“At this
moment,” claims Rob, “there are four
top U.S. riders: Ward, R.J., Dymond
and Lechien. Others, like Holland,
Kehoe and Leisk, are extremely
talented but not up to that level yet.

. S
“If we took our world
champions from each class and
fought together against the
Americans it would be a
different story.”
=Kees van der Ven

“Then there is a gap below them
and the up-and-comers like Tichenor
and Matiasevitch, who are not as
good as Ward and Johnson were
when they were coming up and don't
seem to take it as seriously. Ward
and Johnson are 150 percent fit. They
are very serious. The young guys in

the States get everything in the

schoolboys—six bikes, campers, the
lot. Then they automatically assume

' they'll get the same as adults and so

they don't work as hard.

“Ward and Johnson were young at
the right time. They had to work hard.
The new young guys have a lot of

WINNING FORMULA. Britain’s Rob
Herring feels speed is borne of discipiine
and sacrifice.




“Let them come over
and do a full grand prix
season. Let us get them
in the sand!”

—Pekka Vehkonen
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talent, but with & lot more effort in
their training and preparation they
could be up there with Ward and
Johnson.

“Ward says the Europeans are not
catching up. Perhaps we are not
catching him and R.J., but we've
caught up to the rest for sure. There

“In the U.S. there are just three
or four [fast] riders now. There
is a big gap down fo the rest
from Johnson, Ward and
Lechien.” —Hakan Carlqvist

are just those two. We can match
them on a one-off basis. I've beaten
Ward in Paris, but we can’t do it
consistently. We have to keep
working at it. R.]. is the best in the
world.
“Now Americans are coming over
to Europe because all the deals are
drying up in the States. They're
looking for ways out. It's an obvious
move to come to Europe, and that's
probably why [Ricky] Ryan's done it.
Whether they can do it successfully
or not remains to be seen,
“Rodney Smith is the only guy
taking a crack at it. He's moved away
from home before. He's prepared to
live with the changes. Other
Americans haven't been prepared to
put up with custom barriers and
different languages. Smith is a
down-to-earth character, determined
to make the best of it. It will pay off.
His problem is he gets knackered
early in a race. By the second moto
he's always tired. In Belgium, three
laps into the second race, 1 came up
on him and he put up no fight at all.
“Other Yanks think they'll make it
in the first year, and if they don't they
get depressed and go home. If Ward
and Johnson came over they'd win the
World Championship for sure. They'd

do it as they did in the U.8. Others
wouldn't win it in their first, second
or probably even their third year.
They'd find it more difficult than
they'd anticipated.”

OTHER VOICES

In the 250 World Championship,
Herring's Grand Prix opponents
include Scandinavians Pekka
Vehkonen and Jorgen Nilsson,
respectively second and third in the
series last year and riding together on
factory Cagivas in 1988. While Finnish
Vehkonen's riding technique is very
European, Swedish Nilsson has a
more aggressive American style.

“The situation is always changing,”
says 1985 125 World Champion
Vehkonen. “But I don't think the gap
between the Europeans and the
Americans is very big at the mement.
Some of the best Europeans are
almost as fast as the Americans.”
Pekka smiles his quiet, sinister smile.

“Let them come over and do a full
grand prix season. Let us get them in
the sand! Rodney Smith is a very
good rider, but he has Michele Rinaldi
to look after him all the time and
offer him advice. I think that makes a
big difference.”

“The Americans are better than we
are at supercross,” admits 24-year-old
Nilsson. “But we are as good as they
are at real motocross. Americans ride
supercross events every weekend, but
some Europeans are still almost as

“It does seem as if the
established stars from Johnson
and Lechien’s era of a few
years ago are still well ahead
of any new American racers.”
=Kurt Nicoll

fast. The Yanks are best at
supercross; we're best at motocross!”
The highly respected Dutch veteran
Kees van der Ven, 31 years old now
and still regarded as the world's best
sand racer, thinks recent Motocross
des Nations results are misleading.
"We have only our own countries
to fight the whole of America,” says
Kees. "“This is a mistake. They win
every year because we are split into
Belgium, Holland and England. If we
took our world champions from each
class and fought together against the
Americans it would be a different
story. We are small countries. It
should be Europe versus America.”
Kees's suggestion has been voiced by
many others, including David Bailey
during his winning days on the U.S.

“Maybe the Americans are a
little bit better because their
riders are racing together every
time.” —=Jacky Vimond

Motocross des Nations teams.

Van der Ven, the first rider ever to
win a grand prix in each of the three
classes of world championship racing,
has never finished outside the top five
in ten years of contesting the 125, 250
and 500 series. He knows about
staying power!

“The American style is much
different because of stadium cross,”
says Kees. “They can prepare for one
race. Johnson comes for only a few
races. They are fast, that's true, but
not prepared to ride a whole season.
A good rider like Johnson has never
done all the GPs. It is difficult for
them because it is such a different
system: travelling by car from country
to country, riding 40-minute motos.

MORE OF THE SAME
The old Swedish warhorse himself,

34-year-old Hakan Carlgvist, shares
Thorpe's sympathy for how Goat
Breker was misled by his early
season European success. “Carla,”
probably still the most beloved racer
in Europe, has always had that
“American” ability, as Thorpe and
Nicoll described it earlier, to give 100
percent in every race, That quality
has made him admired by fans the
world over. Not to mention that he
won the 250 World Championship on
a Husgvarna back in 1979 and the 500
title for Yamaha—their only one so
far—in 1983.

“Goat came over in the winter after
riding the Golden State series,”
explains Carla. “He was in good
shape. He won in Beaucaire, but we
had just started up. We were a pretty
low standard. We had not sorted out
ourselves or our bikes, One month
later he came back and we were at a
completely different speed. We had
been practicing and had sorted out
our bikes. Goat came to Sittendorf, to
the first GP in Austria, saw the first
qualifying group and was shocked.

“In the U.S. there are just three or
four [fast] riders now. There is a big
gap down to the rest from Johnson,
‘Ward and Lechien. The rest have no
chance, if you mix 125, 250 and 500
classes, to beat the top 10 Europeans.

*“There are so many countries over

here. Kurt and David ride for England.

I ride for Sweden. Jacky [Vimond] for
France. I think the top standard
between America and Europe now is
the same. In the early '80s the top

three or four guys were also the same.

But now we have more riders of a
better class over here. We come from
different countries and fight for
national championships, then meet at
internationals. So we don't really
know the standards between us until
springtime. In America, they are
always racing against the same guys.”
Vimond, 1986 250 World Champion
naw contesting the 500 GPs for
Yamaha, makes the same point as
Carlgvist but interprets things
differently. He believes racing against
the same riders all the time is to the
Americans’ advantage. “Maybe the
Americans are a little bit better
because their riders are racing
together every time," suggests the
charming 26-year-old Frenchman. “All
their best riders race 250s together,
500s together, every week. Just like if
Geboers, Carla, Vehkonen and Van
den Berk rode every week, sometimes
in the 250, sometimes in 500 and
sometimes in supercross. So they

“The Yanks are best at
supercross; we're best at
motocross!” —Jorgen Nilsson

have very big fights in every race. All
their races are hard.

“Most of the Americans stay in the
USA, so they have many good top
riders. They are not so different from
the top European riders, but in
confrontations we see many times the
Americans are winning.”

Perhaps the only way the question
of who's faster can be answered is
for America’s best to make a serious,
season-long run at a World
Championship. As Carlgvist explains,
even the fastest Americans could be
in for a shock the likes of which Goat
Breker experienced.

“Goat thought he could finish in the
top five at every race," explains
Carla, “He's a nice guy, but he was
mistaken.” SMx

“All the Americans are good,
but not better than the
Europeans, as the U.S. press
would have us believe.”

~Dave Thorpe
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THE BATTLE THAT NEVER

Fast Euros, False Starts And Unanswered Questions

By Fran Kuhn

By the time practice ended on
Saturday, the elements were
n place. All of Europe's
best were there—David Thorpe, Eric
Geboers, Kurt Nicoll, Kees van der
Ven—and they were fast. Really fast!
Jeff Ward, Ron Lechien, Broc Glover,
Jeff Stanton and a crowd of California
locals were ready, but the battle of
motocross's superpowers never really
happened.
The Americans smoked 'em in
timed practice, but in the first moto

s S s 5
DOWN AND OUT. After posting the
day’s fastest qualifying times, Jeff Ward
and Ron Lechien landed at the bottom of
a first-moto, third-turn pileup. An hour
later they were in Ron'’s rental car,
headed for the airport.
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Ward and Lechien never got farther
than the third turn, parking their bikes
at the bottom of a logjam pileup as
van der Ven, Thorpe and the rest of
Team Europe got away. With

HYBRID. Team Yamaha siuffed Broc
Glover's YZ490 engine into this YZ250
frame. Glover blazed on the bike, pulling
out a 10-second lead early in the second
moto. Broc might have won, but his
streak ended when he hit a lapped rider.

500 World Championship
Round 7: Hollister, CA
1. E. Geboers HON BEL 3-2
3. J. Leisk HON AUS 8-1
KTM HOL

8. K. vander Ven 5-11

4 RUSH HOUR. Britain's Mark Banks (20)
and David Thorpe (5) smoked the
first-moto start, leading Broc Glover (44)
and Eric Geboers (9). KTM’s Dutch
holeshot artist, Kees van der Ven, Is
already gone.

Kawasaki's top players out of the
game and Rick Johnson over at
Mammoth, the Europe vs. America
debate remained unsettled. Broc
Glover, still on the comeback trail,
put on a good show, but in the end he
wasn't ready to go the distance. And
while the Who's faster? arguments
continued in the pits, quiet Aussie Jeff
Leisk was running away with the
second moto, posing vet another
question: Could the next global threat
come from Down Under? SMX

STILL ON TOP. 500cc World
Championship points leader David
Thorpe had to settle for second behind
Eric Geboers at the U.5. GP. Thorpe's
speed was impressive, and he won the
first moto easily. David fell victim to
Hollister’s brutal heat in the second
round, eventually winding up fifth.
Thorpe left Hollister with a slim
four-point lead over Geboers.

BOUND FOR EUROPE. Jeff Leisk was
unbelievably fast as he took the second-
moto win at the Hollister 500 U.S. GP
over the world’s best. Afterward, he
announced his grand prix aspirations. It
looks like Jeff will ride the 1989 500 GP
series with Honda'’s support.
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GOLD SUPERPRO CHAIN AND SELF-CLEANING SPROCKE™ _

ANTI
STRETCH

Winning Combination
After years of research, Sidewinder®
introduces the first “Anti-Stretch” chain.
Combined with the legendary self-
cleaning sprockets, you now have the
ultimate total matched system

MAXIMUM POWER TRANSFER
TRIPLE-LIFE, SELF-CLEANING
MINIMUM MAINTENANCE

RATED #1 - IV /50%F 1988 READER SURVEY
THE ONLY MATCHED SPROCKET/CHAIN SYSTEM
ANY GEARING YOU CHOOSE AT NO EXTRA COSTS
COLORS - NO EXTRA CHARGE (gen, 8LUE, GOLD, SILVER, GREEN)
ALL BRANDS, YEARS, ALL MODELS s0cc Tos00cc; 1970 T0 1988)

End Your Hassles
If you are tired of constantly adjusting your
chain, sidellinder has a solution that will set
you free. . . the first Anti-Stretch chain only
engineered for the dirt. Why use a weaker
chain that stretches and tears up your
sprockets?

Start Winning, Start Saving
If you break or toss a chain, you can't win
races. These failures cost you big bucks too!!
Eliminate these costly breakdowns. The new
Sidewinder “Anti-Stretch” system will help
you win and save you a bundle at the same
time. Try usonceand you will never go back.

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-692-2846

SPECIAL OFFER! ANOTHER BONUS OFFER!

IF WE DON'T HAVE Free Racing Decal Set and Racer's
YOUR SPROCKETS IN STOCK Note Pad with every chain and sprocket
FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT ardscwhile supply Jasts!

I Lo Hidelllinder
F R E E !! Chain and Sprocket Systems

111 Fairbanks St. e Add\)nn IL 60101
In lllino 54

By Fran Kuhn and Bruce Hollingshead
In terms of exposure and prestige, the
AMA’s 250 Supercross Championship has

few rivals. Each year, millions watch as

the factories do everything in their power to lay claim
to the nation’s most valued motocross title. The
formula is brutally simple: Hire the best rider and give
him winning equipment. Little is left to chance, and
each team sends its hopefuls into the arena with their
finest machines and a common goal.

In the end, only one emerges as Champion.
S/MX « OCTOBER 1388 49






Rick Johnson won the 1988 250
Supercross Championship aboard a
production-based CR250 factory bike.
Team Honda's Red Fighter looks
surprisingly similar to the company's
1989 production CR250R, and soon
you will be able to visit your local
dealership and buy a replica of the
championship-winning machine. How
close will it really be to Rick's racer?
That's anyone's guess, but it's likely
to be substantially different. Given
that R.J.'s factory bike costs
approximately $30,000 more than
production-line issue, this should
come as no surprise. What's the
difference? That, of course, is the
$30,000 question.

THE $30,000 ANSWER

Honda's USD (upside-down) Showa
fork is the factory bike's most visibly
unique component (though the design
will become status quo once the 1989
production machines are released).
While the USD fork utilizes
conventional cartridge-type internals
and delivers damping characteristics
similar to traditional fork designs, it
does offer one important advantage:
greater rigidity. However, the USD
design was not perfected overnight.

Honda's first generation Showa
USD fork made its competition debut
at the 1986 Anaheim Supercross. Rick
Johnson was the first to use the fork,
while teammate David Bailey, not yet
satisfied with its performance during
preliminary testing, opted for Showa's
conventional design. After Anaheim,
Rick shelved the USDs for the
remainder of the season because, as
with many new designs, the fork had
its share of problems.

The first and biggest glitch was
stiction, some of it traceable to
bushings and seals, the remainder
caused by the upper tubes being
pinched in the clamps. In addition,
many Team and test riders were
unhappy with the feel delivered by
the new Showas. Riders complained
about the fork's tendency to transmit
small impacts to the grips, whereas
the old-style tubes, by flexing,
actually absorbed small shocks. New
seal and bushing designs, along with
careful detailing and preparation,
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MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMP. (PREVIOUS
PAGE) Honda's 1988 Supercross

i CR250 s a
mixture of old and new. Many factory
parts have been passed along from
previous works bikes. The hubs, throttle
and most of the engine componenis
have been in service since 1986. They're
still up to the task.

mumwmmm
callper is stock, but the reservoir and
Ppiston are larger for more power and
better feel, and the bike uses an
Aeroquip braided stainless steel line.
Rick uses the softest of three available
brake compounds. The disc is fabricated
from SC45 carbon steel, which transfers

heat better than stainless. It is the same

width and diameter as stock, but uses
a six-bolt mount (standard Is four) to

_match the works magnesium hub. The

mnnwmms

RACE TESTED. The factory CR250
spent 90 percent of the 1988 season
wearing the new-generation 19-inch rear

rim. Tire avallabllity still limits the team

to 18-inch models on the 500cc bike. The
than stock and a bit less durable.
three or four times during a season.

prefers the m length, zero-degre:
model. The bike’s seat and plastic parts
are stock.

eliminated enough of the initial
problems to allow Johnson to use the
fork again in 1987, its first full season
of national competition.

The 1988 CR250 factory bike wears
what Honda considers the third-
generation Showa USD fork. It is a
slightly refined, better-performing
version of the '87 design, and it
served as a model for the 1989
production fork.

THE ENGINE

Honda's factory CR250 engine has
remained relatively unchanged for
several years. The current
configuration is a variation of a
design which first appeared in 1985,
though the original's battery- powered
electronic HPP power valve has since

developed during the 1986 Grand Prix
season. The ratio is the same as stock,
but the factory parts have a superior
bearing system. An eyelel repiaces the
stock shock’s bottom clevis for
smoother action. While the valving is
different, the shock body and shaft are
production items. An aluminum plate
keeps the frame rails from snagging the
rider’s boots; the fooipegs are
handmade with bear trap-size cleats.

been replaced by a mechanically
operated production model. The
cylinder is a slightly modified
production unit. Minor changes
include raising the exhaust port for
more top-end power and cleaning up
the intake tract and reed block for
better flow. The carburetor is a
stocker modified to incorporate a true
choke eircuit.

Depending on track conditions,
Johnson chooses either an
HRC-designed exhaust or a Pro
Circuit aftermarket pipe. The factory
pipe makes more peak power, but Pro
Circuit's plumbing offers better
low-end grunt for work within
stadium confines. For outdoor races,
Rick uses the HRC pipe exclusively.

Centercases are stock, as per the
AMA rule book. Both the ignition and
clutch-side cover are magnesium. The
transmission's shafts and gears are
standard production parts. Team
Honda regears the CR to allow for
use of a smaller-than-stock [49-tooth],
French-made AFAM rear sprocket
which slightly reduces the rear
wheel's unsprung weight, The
countershaft is fitted with a 13-tooth
sprocket, so the modified final gearing

different pipes depending on the track.
The faciory pipe makes the most power,
Mﬁla&umammeﬂuuﬂfnr

larger-than-stock master cyiinder and is
available in three sizes; Rick uses the
medium length.

PHOTOS: LYMN McCREADY
ratio is approximately the same as
that on the standard machine.

THE CHASSIS

While the Honda's engine has
remained essentially unchanged for
the past three seasons, the frame is a
new design that centers around
modifications to the bike's steering
head. Though its angle has been
unaltered since 1986, the designers
opted to pull the entire head rearward
10 millimeters compared to the 1987
frame. The goal was to improve
steering characteristics by placing
more weight on the front wheel. It
worked, but the trade-off was a slight
(though not unmanageable) loss of
stability.

For riders like Johnson, the
cut-and-paste job created another
problem: The frame's overall size
reduction made the bike a tight fit for
tall riders. Fortunately, the factory
Honda's upper triple clamp has
auxiliary handlebar mounting holes
that allow the bar to be placed
farther forward for taller riders.
Johnson was able to adapt without
any problem.

THE RECORD

Even with the 1988 Supercross
Championship to its credit, the
CR250's season wasn't a complete
success. The Honda lost a rear brake
caliper at the Gainesville Outdoor
National opener, and the bike's
engine seized at Axton when a
coolant fitting broke free from the
rear of the cylinder. Johnson, the

defending titlist, lost the 250 National
Championship to Kawasaki's Jeff
Ward in the process.

Ironically, Johnson used the very
same Honda to strip Ward and
Kawasaki of the AMA supercross title
Jeff won in 1987. In racing, turnabout
is fair play.

THE FUTURE

Honda's CR250 is a true factory bike.
And, while it represents the latest of
the production-based factory breed, it
may also represent the last of a
generation. While the machine
embodies many of the latest
technological advances
[water-cooling; reed valve induction;
variable-height exhaust port;
single-shock, linkage-controlled rear
suspension; advanced materials and
superior ergonomics), many of its
designs are approaching the edge of
their practical performance limits.
Further advances in frame
construction, for instance, could
mandate radical departures from
traditional materials and design
philosophy.

This process has already begun,
showcased by Yamaha's
aluminum-framed YZM500 works
bike. Exotic as it may appear,
however, the YZM is still a
first-generation departure from today’s
standards.

Ultimately, the direction of the
evolutionary process ... will be
driven primarily by cost
considerations and rule book
restrictions.

Ultimately, the direction of the
evolutionary process depends on
many factors, but will be driven
primarily by cost considerations and
rule book restrictions. Given the
options available, the factory bike of
the future will remain either
essentially unchanged, or will become
both visually and mechanically an
entirely new animal. There will be no
middle ground.

If motocross bike development
follows the path of roadracing, the
factory bike (and production bikes) of
the next decade will look
dramatically different from the one
you see here. And, in Honda's case,
perhaps only the color—and the
ultimate goal of winning—will remain
the same. SMX
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THE ULTIMATE
KNEE PROTECTION

Did you know that 37% of sporting
accidents are knee related? Your
knees are most prone to injury from
participating in a physically demand-
ing sport such as motocross racing.
Sensitive or fragile knees decrease
both pleasure and performance.

The E.V.S. knee brace provides op-
timum protection for your ligaments
with total comfort. The innovative tech-
nique of E.V.S. improves control of in-
stability either anterior, posterior, or
rotative, respecting natural mobility of
the knee.

Used by most of the greatest mo-
tocross racers in Europe, the E.\V.S.
AMX 2 is now available in the U.S.A. for
only $235.00.

(213) 652-8694

4 YES, send me my FREE BROCHURE.

Nama:

Address:
City:
State:
Write or call: F.AIHWAY INC.
9903 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 384
Bevwerly Hills, CA 90212
SM (213) 652-8694

In Print

Read any good catalogs lately? Here’s your moto-library of
what's hot in the industry. Just mail the coupon and $1 for
handling plus the indicated fees for each catalog you order.

Leam how to prolong your
hydraulic cables’ life and
locks with Cablesavers. $1.00

Vista's brochure detalls their
“Vista-Clear" anti-fog shield

Johar foam grips provide
control and comfort. Check

out their ultradeluxe series. $1.00  and Quik-Strap system. Free

METAL POLISH
and MORE

A'ME Sport Shades use a
molded one-piece lens that

Flitz metal polish resists cor-
rosion for up to six months.

Read about the Ready-Fit
Cycle Cover, which includes

offers wraparound, distortion-free  Flyer includes a three-gram sam-  a heat shield, a security cable and

vision. Free ple. Free 2 storage bag. §1.00
Mehﬁ(-cafwh r
--------- ) —..
g o l'
A
" WO
Lrmtiiication
'ﬁ,m;..' o | o

Tired of people asking “Who-
zee?" Learn how to order

your bikes and helmets. §1.00

O 1. Cablesavers (§1.00)
[0 2 Johar ($1.00)

O 3. Vista (Free)

O 4 AME (Free)

0O 5. Flitz (Free)

[0 6. Ready-Fit ($1.00)

0O 7. Whozee (§1.00)

0 8 Malcolm Smith ($6.95)
0 9. Answer (Free)

tator. $6.95

Malcolm Smith's colorful 220-
page '88 accessory catalog

Meet Answer's full line of
high-performance, bolt-on
stickers of your name to put on  will entice the racer, rider or spec- ATV accessories that will let you

fiy first class. Free

meckmboxaaufuam_nmmdmmmamsemmnmfm
wih the Reraiwe fee plus $1 [US. mnyq}rmdqum
Super/Moto Cross, “In Print,”
P.0. Box 1586, Riverton, NJ 08077
Szl.rxumaywnr requests and [uvwds\lmmﬂveumpamﬁ
the offers. Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment. Requests wil be honared
through Fetnsary, 1399,
Total it $
Handiing fee § 1.00
Total payment enclosed §

Name
Address

State Sies To

Thraéh_ Eésted

FOX KIDNEE BELT

Fox's new Kidnee Belt is

the best they've ever

offered. It's not as tall as
most belts and has a tapered back
panel which provides a more even
pull around your waist, (Taller
belts pull on your hips and lower
ribs instead of providing support
between them.)

The Fox belt also has a new
Velcro fastening system. The lower
band of the two-part closure pulls
straight across, attaching in the
same way as a conventional
design, while the outer band pulls
across and downward, keeping the
upper rear portion of the belt snug.
It's a small refinement, but it makes
a noticeable difference. The rear
panel is a semi-stretchy plastic
composite that's well vented, and
the top edge is tapered to fit the
contour of your lower back. There's
also a protective plastic panel in
the center. This belt is one of the
best we've ever used.

The Fox Kidnee Belt sells for
$35.95, and is available in five color
combinations: white/royal
blue/baby blue, white/royal
blue/red, white/royal blue/green,
royal blue/white/baby blue and
red/white/royal blue. One size fits
waists from 28 to 38 inches.

Fox Racing, Dept. S/MX, 520 McGlincy Lane,
Campbell, GA 95008, 408/371-1221.
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ARAI MX PRO

While it appears to be a
true full-face helmet, Arai's
MZX Pro is actually an

open-face helmet with a bolt-on
mouthguard. The guard, which
mounts to the helmet with four
nylon screws, is made of strong,
resilient plastic and is vented in
front to improve airflow.

Part of the MX Pro's novelty is
its internal cooling system. The
helmet features a slide-open vent
port on top, and the visor
incorporates a scoop which is
supposed to channel air through the
helmet's liner and out the back.

Unfortunately, the visor scoop
tends to fall off if the visor is hit; it
even managed to bounce loose a

few times when a rider landed hard
from a jump. In addition, the scoop
tends to cramp the eye port
opening, and a few testers said it
was difficult to fit their goggles into
place. Removing the scoop solved
the problem, and the helmet has
remained at least as cool as any
we've worn.

The MX Pro is put together like a
$1500 suit. The interior is finished
in soft nylon mesh, and the padding
offers a snug fit and terrific
comfart. Visibility is excellent, and
the visor can be adjusted up or
down. The liner cannot be
removed, but the helmet is easily
cleaned by submerging it in a tub
of soapy water [use a mild
detergent) and hanging it upside
down until it dries (water drains
out the top vent).

The exterior finish is fantastic.
The colors are bright and look as if
they've been sprayed with ten
coats of clear lacquer,

All things considered, the MX Pro
is a great helmet. It's available in
sizes XS through XL, and costs
$217.95 in solid colors, The tri-color
combinations sell for $253.95 and
the new Day-Glo version runs
$266.95.

Arai Helmats Amenica, Lid., Dept. S/MX, P.0. Box 421,
Tenafly, NJ §7670; 201/567-5707.

WINTER NATIONAL
OLYMPICS

=3 Thanksgiving weekend at
A~ L@ | Gatorback Park in
-~ 24 ¥ Gainesville, Florida, is the

place to be if you're into motocross.

Nicknamed the Mini Olympics, the
Florida Winter National combines
motocross, supercross, TT and
cross-country events in a single
weekend.

This video from Missing Lenk
explains the whole system,
featuring top riders and giving the
uninitiated a better understanding
of what goes on at the park. Mini
Olympic regulars will enjoy
watching themselves (and their top
rider buddies) dicing it out for the
huge trophies. If you've never been
there this video will inspire you to
go. Send $29.95 plus $3.00 for
postage and handling for the tape,
then call your travel agent.
¥ Overall quality: B
¥ Entertainment: B
% Accuracy: B+
¥ Editing: B-

Contact Missing Lenk Video, Depl. S/MX, 2316 Kemp
Dr., Lawrenceville, GA 30245, In California wrife to P.O.
Box 2796, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624;
714/240.5144.
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GLOVER

nN MI“AIR technique.. This maneuver can help
you set up for an inside line in the
upcoming turn so you can pass the
rider ahead or keep the rider behind
you where he should be—behind you.
4
’2,,.. ’ Your take-off approach is
2,

Double Your Pleasure
On Double Jumps

m After you've mastered double
@ jumping to the point where
you aren't just barely
making it each time, you can take
advantage of your airtime to prepare
for what comes next on the track.
Turning in the air is an advanced
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==

identical to a normal double
p. jump. Stay relaxed and
keep your body centered on the bike.

When the suspension
= rebounds it's time to start

== preparing for the turn. Notice
Broc's handlebars are turned slightly
to the right, That's the tip-off that he's
starting to use his arms and legs to
get the rear end kicked out.

PHOTOS: BOA CARPENTER

By After the rear end comes
e around enough to be set up
for the inside line, drop

the front end to the proper angle (the
angle of your landing ramp). If the
front end is too high, a tap on the
rear brake will bring it down.

Keep your head over the front
== of the bike so your arms are
===

= bent when you land. This
helps if the rear wheel lands first and
the front end slaps down.

Make sure the front wheel
makes good, solid contact
with the ground before you

attempt to point the bike towards the
inside of the turn. Keep at least one
finger on the clutch so you can fan it
(if needed) as soon as you get through
the corner.

I you have a question regarding advanced riding
techniques, drop us a line at S/MX, 8490 Sunset Bivd,
Los Angeles, CA S0069; Attention: Hot Lines. The most
interesting problems will be featured in upcoming issues.

SLIP-PROOF LEVERS
Some riders like to wrap friction
tape around their bike's brake and
clutch levers to improve the grip,
but there is another way that works
just as well and looks a lot better.
Pick up a can of “plastic dip” at
your local auto or hardware store.
It costs about six dollars a can, and
it's available in a variety of colors.
Just dip the ends of your levers and
let them dry.

Randy Hackett
Tawas City, MI

A magnetized screwdriver can be
especially helpful when trying to
replace or retrieve dropped screws,
washers and other small hardware
items. If you don't have one, you
can temporarily magnetize a regular
screwdriver by placing a small
magnet on the shaft. Wrap some
electrical tape around the magnet
to keep it from slipping.

Chad Fulk

Brazil, IN

Sand your “Trick" with & nonreturnable sketch/photo, if
appropriale, and your name, address and social security
number 1o S/MX, Attn: “Tricks, " 8490 Sunset Blvd.. Los
Angeles, CA 90069, We pay $25 for each item printed.
Take commen sense precautions before attempting any of|
these suggestions.

NOSTIM ¥I3HE 'SNOLLYHISATI

TUCK AND ROLL. Force the bike to stay on your line in flat turns by using body

English, clutch work and lots of practice.

BAIEY

Most races are won and lost
in the corners. Flat turns are
sometimes the trickiest, but
after you learn the proper form
you'll pick up speed and gain
confidence.

The key to riding flat turns is to
make the front end stick. When you
enter the turn, make sure you're up
near the tank, with your elbows
high. Be aggressive and work the
bike to the inside—most amateurs let
the bike take control and drift to the
outside.

Keep your fingers on the clutch so
you can deliver power when you
need it. Your weight should be on
the cutside footpeg and on the high
side of the seat. Keep tucking the
front wheel in, and work it back and
forth to help make it stick.

Your inside leg should be
extended and only lightly skimming
the surface of the turn. Keep your
outside leg tucked tightly up against
the tank; it'll help hold you to the
inside of the turn, and will keep you

up near the front of the motorcycle
if your inside leg should catch on
the ground.

Keep your body straight as you
lay the bike over through the turn.
The more you lay it over, the more
you should distribute your weight to
the outside of the bike.

Try to get your bike upright as
soon as possible when coming out of
the turn. Use your clutch to

Be aggressive and work the
bike to the inside—most
amateurs let the bike take

control....
accelerate smoothly, just as you
would off the start.

Practice flat turns on a level
surface. Remember to tuck the front
wheel in and ride the inside line. It's
a great place to pass while everyone
else is drifting wide.

—Gary Bailey
Next Issue: Off-Camber Turns




Torque Center’s Got It.}&

Ask the Experts

WE STOCK EVERYTHING!

The $99.95 Special
PANTS, JERSEY & GLOVES

FOX COMP-2
f8R ST E =t

Free Socks

-~ 179.95

ANSWER PRODUCTS
IN STOCK

‘88 Tr\ek slurf Nuw Here

AXO Turbo Plus Boots.......159.95

Free Socks

AXO PRODUCTS .........

‘88 Trick Stuff Now Here

In Stock

O’NEAL BOOTS

Free Socks

HI-POINT BOOTS ..from 158.95
Free Socks

SIDI CARLA BOOTS 149.95
SIDI CYCLONE BOOTS . 129.95

from 99.95

JT V3000, V2000 & V1000 IN
STOCK Haliman Armour, Slnlnln 2F.Ialc

GOLD BELT, AXO BELT or FOX

BELT ..c.cicicicciniifrom 1849
JERSEYS—OVER 1000 IN
STOCK

NAME AND NUMBER PRINTED FREE ON CHARGE

T

WE WELCOME CANADIAN,
ALASKAN & HAWAIIAN ORDERS.
WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD, VISA
AND AMERICAN EXPRESS

c FOR PRICE INFO AND CHECKING ON

the fit while sitting on the line, but graphics. They all go for $94.95.
FOX PAWTECTORS ..24.50 | CARD ORDERS ONLY e yiue protection from projectiles and won't pay much attention to it once
BULLET BOOTS In Stock crash damage. Basically, the the race starts. CHNalElSrs Depl S NG 6190 Jonim Ale,
l"‘ng : SMITH-TURBO GOGGLES R'DI"G & RACIHG . ' Chalsworth, CA 81311; 818/998- 1043.
HI-POINT i misomasssasss .95 s
BABY VICTORY 1-7 Frec socks | SMITH ROLL OFFS from 24.95 WITH TEAM 0o0000000000000000000000000 & R fooooooonogooogaoooanoo
MOTO 4s . ... 149,95 | Free extra roli—red, white or biue AKI o i k e
MAGS 4s .. 129.95 | SCOTT GOGGLES from 15.95 KAWAS o BRIAN SWINK LOoKkout CHRIS YOUNG
Bafore ordering measure your head 1" above the e This video is more a like a a Fenton, Mi L Orange, CA
eyebrows and around the largest part of the head. FOX APPAREL E{“,% guide ol ard o Fiﬂgen.ygar.nld Ycung. a
, Swink, alread 19- -old
BIEFFE (New for '88)......109.95 | WE HAVE IT ALL! SUPErcross ranin]g than :\F . g m‘:{:;-ti;:e‘;s?riil Ya;?':au
I OAKLEY GOGGLES from 16.95 how-to-ride instructional tape. Wit and national Competition
HALLMAN MACH 5 .......... 99.95 FOX ROGET 3 T plenty of wild action, the tape is g minicycle GENE NAUMEC Support rider,
very entertaining, but the real champion, won the Columbia, CT dominated this
JT FLEXON GLOVES ....... 34.95 | PS| PIPES .........cceeee. IN STOCK G TR the dlear wad Botuiate o 80 Expert and 105 : > Naumes, a e iclEy
MALCOUM SFH FROUUDTS B Sact coverage of racing in the U.S. = Expert classes at the 1988 Las Vegas 15-year-old Team Thompson
SIDI ROYALS .............c..... 159.95 | GORTEX JACKETS ........ 159.95 il = World Mini Grand Prix. The Green/DMC Off-Road Grand Prix at Anaheim
SUPER GEAR BAG ........... 59.95 i el tistnten OO uEass on ) iy DMC-sponsored Kawasaki rider has sponsored rider, Stadium aboard his Race Tech-prepped
AXO SERIES 29 GLOVES . 29.95 DELUXE FANNY PACK ... 20.95 all levels: national, amateur o dominated midwest minicycle racing for | took first overall YZ250. Young, who started his racing
LTRTE ghovin e national, regional and local. o the past five years, winning titles at in 250B class and career at age 15 in the 80 Beginner
CHAIN & SPROCKET BRUSH GUARDS .....from 39.95 Training, nutrition and basic clean (a] Loretta Lynn's and the Florida Mini third overall in 125 class, was the NMA's winningest 80cc
from 49.95 | RENTHAL SPROCKETS .. 39.95 living are also emphasized, making | O Olympics, along with several GNC Schoolboy class at & rookie in 1984. He moved to the 125 Pro
the tape fun to watch, o victories. the most recent Florida Winter Ser]:es ranks in '87, and last May he placed
Rt o Gene also scored sixth overall in the second in the 125 and fourth in the 250
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shipping and handling) could be the
most valuable purchase you've
ever made.

¥ Overall quality: B+

¥ Entertainment: B+

% Accuracy: B

Editing: B+

John Bradley Entertainment. Dapt, S/MX, 21703 Oc_sep
Vista Dr. # 104, South Laguna Beach, CA 925?7
714/488-2200.

O’'NEAL ROK-BLOK

2t The O'Neal Rok-Blok
Epromcmr provides some of
:Ithe best available

Thr.
N\

'@sted

ol

Rok-Blok is a strong plastic shell
with cloth-covered foam padding
stitched around the edges. The
shoulder pads, attached to the main
body by nylon straps, are covered
by a pair of floating “wing"
epaulets that move on a pivot,
allowing a comfortable range of
arm movement. The shell is secured
on each side by a pair of strong,
wide elastic straps that

feature quick-release plastic
attachment hooks.

The Rok-Blok's fit is snug. The
neck opening is on the small side,
s0 you have to twist it sideways to
get the protector on. The fastening
straps are adjustable, but at first
the protector feels too tight. Some
guys never get used to it, but most
adapt fairly quickly. You'll notice

The front plastic shell could be
shorter for those who do a lot of
sit-down riding, but it does offer
exceptional protection. The back
plate is well designed, extending
far enough to offer complete
protection without any discomfort.
The floating epaulets are well
placed in case you take a shot in
the shoulder. However, if you're
wearing a full-coverage helmet,
they restrict side-to-side head
movement slightly.

Though venting is good, the
Rok-Blok is not the coolest
protector we've used, mostly
because of its snug fit. Styling is
great and the Rok-Blok is available
in colors to match almost any
riding apparel: blue, red or white
with colorful Team or O'Neal

Sports Committee's
1987 Combined Expert Stats
Championship by placing second in the
250 class and winning the 500 class
outright. He followed up by taking the
AMA’s 1987 Amateur National

* Championship in the Plus-25 Class. The
27-year-old Honda rider is sponsored
by North Shore Racing, Boyesen
Engineering, White Brothers and
SideWinder.

31-year-old Sky
Cycles-sponsored
Yamaha rider, won
the 1987 New
England Sports
Committee's 125
Expert-class
Championship and Vet-class htle Scott
also competes in the 250 Expert Class
and was the NESC's second-ranked
rider in 1987 behind Dave Rudnicki.

FPAUL BUCKLEY

rider, is 1988's
top-placing local
competitor in
AMA 125 National
competition.

Lo

His third- and &
sixth-place motos at the Southwick
National placed him fifth overall at his
home track. In addition, Barton has a
25-point lead in the New England
Sports Committee's 126 Championship

PAUL BUCKLEY

Send one dollar for catalog, reimbursed with first order Series after eight of 16 events.
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hundreds of thousands of off-road
customers for mail-order products and
services at a low cost to you. To place
an ad or receive more information about
this section, call or write to:
DIRECT MARKETING DIVISION
P.O. Box 69910
Los Angeles, CA 90069
In the U.5.: 800/231-4053
In California: 213/854-2700
In Canada: 800/521-3151

“MOTORCYCLIST
is my shopping
guide to the

TRACE TEUH |
SHOCK REVALVING

3227 PRODUCER # 127, POMONA, CA 91768

(714) 594-7755

SUPER LOW PRICES!
All Day Glow Colors In Stock

S35 Moch, Moch, Much More Avalsiet!
Prices don't inciude postage.

Open 7 cays, 24 bra
Straght i (50 % 1) 1598

CALL (800) 234-0057
WERKBONN, INC., P.0. Box 42, Florham Pk., N.J. 07932

ey IRy A s PR Tadit LIGA CLEAN FILL

o = —— + Looking to haul in real style? Just punch a couple of holes about an

T b B ) £ W;Tr:mzca’ best value in a trailer? inch or two apart in the outer rim of
= [ e — - b 152 the funnel, then thread a long zip-tie

Fronss - 75 o 1135 Melal Naster Cyinder Guards 875 Forrt e

Rears - 1150 10 5100 Seat Covers fis An all fiberglass bodied Qi\' through the holes, around your gas

PAICES T00 LOW TO PRONT traller In 14, 16, 20°, o 4w jug's filler spout and through the

24* & 28" overall lengths | ey 1 =
1o fit your needs. Many W‘_("
extra options to choose

from.

For more Iﬁformallan call: (216) 988-4474

or write to:
Hi-Point Trailers, U.S. A 1115 Milan Ave,
Amherst, OH 44001

DOWNERS GROVE YAMAHA
WRENCH REPORT MODS
. oy, - PORTING

HEAD MODS
' SHOCK MODS

USE YOUR YZ BUCKS!
(312) 971-2677

NO GUESSWORK!

SHOCK MODS ARE PRE-TESTED ON A DYNO.

24 HR. TURNAROUND
Call for more information (818) 248-2453

EES— =

2625 Honolulu Ave. Montrose, CA 91020

carry handle loop. Leave enough
slack to allow the funnel to move
around a little when you're pouring
fuel into the tank. The zip-tie holds
the funnel at the perfect angle,
allowing you to fill your bike
without having to hoist a full
five-gallon jug over your head, and
since the funnel is tied to the can,
you won't misplace it.
Rich Taylor
Sun Valley, ID

NOSTIM HI3HE SNOLLVHLSNTI

~

7] It's tough being a
J professional racer,
but Jeff Stanton is
managing just fine. In fact,
the Sherwood, Michigan,
resident looks awfully
comfortable hangin' out

SEE YOUR AD HERE! b oL with Chantel Dubay here in
o s s CWIT SR . SoCal. Jeff's Hi-Point
Your ad in “Pit Stop” will reach Augie Pabst

apparel adds to the classy
image. His Pro GP jersey
sells for $26.95, while the
pants sell for $109.95.
Hi-Point's Pro boots are
often said to be the best
available and they sell for
$209.96 a pair.

Hi-Point Racing Products, Dept. S/MX,
11248 Sunco Or., Rancho Cordova, CA
95742, 916/635.2141.

g vare-ce-eavesva-saceo; ‘1“”“"'_! =7t CORD
| DYRSMICRITARS FORERY' ¢ 1 T
"
K ¢ || TIE-DOWN TENSION
b . After tying down your machine, fasten
N h the hooks of a bungee cord between
L . the hooks of each tie-down. Now the
- ’ PEWMCE PIPES $159.00 tension on the hooks will make it
- HEAD MOD r = nearly impossible for them to come
| KIPS MODS . . off their moorings.
$1F3A4:.S?'5 ’ i John D. Ellison
ERVICE 70'5. JEFFERSON ST. UNIT 8 ’ Denver, CO
= : PLACENTIA, CA 52670 f” : Sand your “Trick" wilh a non-returnable sketch/photo, it
Call for Free Brochure ) amnfaressm Yolinime, adaesy sm@ security
1800 287028 US. ORDER I.INE ¢ | [lacem et i e e
h

Take common sanse pracautions bafora aftempting any of
i714-579-175%; ===

IR PRI Sa TS T W Tas v
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HEADED FOR THE TOP. Eric fires his
factory CR500 Honda to his sixth
successive grand prix moto win at the
Italian round, equaling the record first
set by Heikki Mikkola.
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OFF THE MARK.
Eric soaks himself with
champagne at the West German trophy
pr ing his toughest 500 GP
competitors, Dave Thorpe (left) and Kurt Nicoll (right).

HONDA OF TROY

HONDA

PARTS CENTRAL

FOLLOW THE LEADER

WE CAREABOUTTHE OFF-ROAD RIDER!

)

_ § CALL US FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT FROM OUR INVENTORY. MOTORCYCLE AND ATV PARTS
- g ARE AVAILABLE. IF YOU DON'T SEE WHAT YOU NEED, JUST CALL US. WE WANT YOUR
: BUSINESS!!
$
z PISTONS FRONT BRAKE FORK SEALS
g : :‘oﬂ)s ??E?%OE? FRONT BRAKE LEVERS e {Per Fork)
B N 1
r o e wmr o ==
: CcRao hiorsd : 1981-82
9868 y CHiZE : 1987
i : cR 1983-86, |
CRB00 ::::BH g,‘:s CR126 1962-63 12.36 Sl et b s e 12.32
R'NGS CR125 1984-88 2040 CR500 1984-88 6.28 C;250 19832-88 10.04
CR2Z50 1981-83 12.36 1984-88 10.04
CR80 1980-81 5 7.40 CR250 1984-88 20.40
e et R COEN e o8 2040 CLUTCH LEVERS THROTTLE CABLES
CRS0  1986-88 7.40 REAR BRAKE CRBO  1980-81 5.69
ON THE EDGE. Eric on his way to victory at the West CR125 1981-85 14.84 PADS OR SHOES CRED 1980-81 $5.562 SRR 1 =
German GP. Geboers handles a 500 as easily as a 125. G st Bas [SOLD BY SETS ONLY) cRso 1982.88 6.28 RBO  1385.88 7.00
CR250 1581-87 1830 T R CR125 1982 10.86 FRIEng doutes i
CR250 1 19.34 ch#o 198588 8‘2&- CR128 1981,83-88 6.28 CR125  1386- 7.00
STAYING ON TOP Did I say that right? Not technique, “In France [there is] [ean-Michel (Ll ce At e e CR250  1981-82 10.86 et el R e
Eric knows that his mental attitude is  tactics. It is physically harder, but if Bayle. [John] Van den Berk will GASKET SETS CR125 1983-86 12,36 g:g :21:; :’ﬁ GReco 1aas® a3
critical and that conditioning is the you use good tactics, you can eventually race all three classes. o P it CR125  1987-88 2040 ; EREN0/S 1N En Zh
other half of a winning formula. When compensate. On the 500 you always Bayle can race all three classes now, CRBO 1983-85 1464 2:';‘: :::;: :::: CLUTCH CABLES
it comes to training, Geboers is very  have to think, Now I am going to do 1 think. If he can win the 125 this year e e S Gniko. 1367a8 5040 REAR BRAKE PEDAL CRBD 1980-82 $7.48
disciplined. this, then I am going to wait, then I he should go to the States and race EA1gE N 1 12 CRS00 198486 12.36 ) o o S sty e
"I need to train hard to get my am going to do that. And that is tiring  [there] for two years.” CR125  1987-88 39.86 i M L e R tes 1929 CR125 198588 7.82
confidence from the week’s work. in itselft”" Why didn't Eric cross the Atlantic SR e e SIS L 4 chag  emnse 850
Then, when I race on Sunday, I know at the same stage in his career after LRt N oot L SWING AN BEARINGS fian Ghate. e s CR250 1984 7.68
everything is [ready],” Geboers AMERICANS vs. EUROPEANS becoming 125 World champ for the CRS00 1386 1624 e faec s ss70 | CR2s0  issesr 38.64 g:x sl 3-:
explains. Such dedication leaves little  Geboers sees the American first time in 19827 SR el e gha sk 928 | cmsoo 198488 o4 CRS00  1986-88 678
time for distractions. “I am always preference for racing 250s as rooted in “I dreamed about it. But the factory CR125 198185 852 AIR EILTERS
[thinking of] the sport,” he continues.  the importance of the supercross was more interested in keeping me in CRANK ASSY. Sl gen i SHIFT LEVERS
Of course, there must be time for Europe. Then I got bought by Honda CcRE0 15082 saiat g:g:g :::.&87 g-: CRBO 1980-81 $11.32 g::: ::ﬂl $8.10
things other than riding? “Besides when Suzuki quit and Honda had a SRS iseine :ga:gg CRE00  1984-85 8.52 e et L A S e Yk f:ﬁ
motocross | am now learning to fly a  “jf | win this world championship  strong team in the USA. I could take cazs  isme 1::;: S s Shi | ke 058 CR126 198284 17.86
helicopter,” he says, then quickly " - a risk over there or stay and have a CR250 1982 v SWING ARM CR250 198182 50.20 CRI12E  1981.85-88 18.96
: _ CR250 1983-87 27.88 -
turns the topic back to work. “[The ﬂlﬂ"l I win SOHIIOMMQ. very good chance of winning more world o 1sa 00 SPACERS (Each] CR280 1988 2964 g:g :m: f:;
rest of my] time is devoted to special, Something which has championships if all went well.” CR500  1984-88 156.05 oo S T ikt SR ) 210
motocross, both on the bike and in never been done before.” Geboers elected to stay. CLUTCH PLATES/FIBER CR126 1981 11.60 HANDLE BARS
. P " CR125 1982.84 8.30
physical training. CRBO 198082  §3.20 CRBO 1580-82 $26.76
GROWING PAINS Col. s, R o s it S o Bt [ R % | Do you know someone
THE RATINGS GAME series. “One guy wins the supercross  Geboers's riding style during the last iaiie e SEx CR250 108284 830 b TN 3252 | that flew helicopters in
With Geboers on the verge of title, so all the others try to beat him,  three seasons has offset his small CR125 138386  E.06 cn;:g 1985-88 8.90 CRIZE 198588 23.78 Vietnam?
claiming world titles in all three GP The gap between Europeans and stature. People constantly claim that CR125 1987-88  E6.54 . 19 8.30 Cino 0 ceiny sl
: i ; CR250 1981.83-87 506 izl i gt ] .90 CR250 1988 2580 Contact the
classes, he is perhaps the one rider Americans is closer now, but because  at 5 feet 6 inches Eric is too tiny to e e e N7 . 2
best qualified to objectively rate each. of their supercross experience I think ~ manage an Open-classer. Eric will s vosise i gﬂ:;g‘i;gg CRS00 _ 1am588 27.75 Vietnam Helicopter
“They are all tough,” he laughs, the American riding style is one step admit to only one difficulty. “Mud is CLUTCH PLATES/METAL e S Ga (PRICES SUBJECT TO Pilots Association
though his in-depth evaluations are a  ahead of our outdoors, too. okay where there are grooves and T i T | ChizE sees 11239 SR, P.O. Box 9592
little more involved. “The 125 requires “Supercross has not reached the top  good traction. Then it is no problem. CRBO 1990838788 S e M WITHOUT Wichita, KS 67277
aggression and speed [from] the rider. here in Europe. It is the top in the But hard and slippery mud is to my s e NOTICE)
The 250 is toughest on the technical U.S. Here the grand prix is important.  disadvantage.” CR500 1988
side of the rider, the bike and track. It In the States supercross has not got This year, far from being bothered ==

is the easiest bike to ride, so you
have to go deeply into...your
technigue. Riding on the edge of a
berm; doing things you cannot do on
a 125 or on a 500, either. With a 250,
you will see the most beautiful
technical riding.”

And what about the 500s?

“With the 500,” Eric explains, “it
is...how should I say this... tactics.
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[the same kind of] competition. The
world championships are held in
Europe. They are the most important.”

Perhaps the young Europeans can
develop into genuine challengers to
Americans on American terms? While
acknowledging the possibility,
Geboers doesn't seem to see too
many young hopefuls with real
promise.

by mud, riders have suffered from
quite the opposite. Dust has plagued
five out of the first six 500 GPs. "1
have only one thing to say,” states
Geboers. “The FIM are getting old.
Everything is still [done] the same
[way] it was 20 years ago. The FIM
should look at Guiseppe Luongo, who
runs the show in Italy. He is an
up-to-date organizer. We need this

TO ORDER CALL:
TOLL FREE

1-800-752-2112

ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR FREIGHT & HANDLING
OHIORESIDENTS ADD 6% SALESTAX
WE SHIP UPS OR AIR
NEXT DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
VISA/MASTERCARD/C.0.D.

M-F 9-5

SAT. 9-3 EDT

OHIO 45373-1421

513-335-7111




AXO SPORT-AMERICA..............! Cov, 2, 3 " KRAUSE RACING
COORS. 9 MALCOLM SMITH RACING.
(o1 TN TEN 111 GO — " MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY CO!

DOWNERS GROVE YAMAHA.... NORTH SHORE RACING.

EK RACING

FAIRWAY

FORD RACE TECH

FOX RACING.......... SCOTT'S SCOOTER...ccieceeciccemncravenad
HALLMAN RACING .. SUNLINE

HONDA OF TROY ..... SUNSHINE CYCLE.
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DON'T LOSE YOUR
BALANCE . . ..
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Give a hoot.
Don'’t pollute.
Forest Service, U.S.D.A. 53

SUBSCRIBER SERVICE

MOVING?
Don't miss a single issue of SUPER/MOTO CROSS. Let us know your new address
right away.

OLD ADDRESS
(Be sure to write your old address exactly as
it appears on the front cover of this magazine.)

NEW ADDRESS

Name Name
Address Address
Gy, © =1 State. - Zip Gity== © T Aetee— Zp .

QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
When you write, be sure to write your address exactly as it appears on the front cover of
this magazine. It helps us to serve you mare promptly.

TO SUBSCRIBE OR EXTEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Check the appropriate boxes below:
[ Mew subscription. Please allow 4-8 weeks [ 1-year (6 issues) $9.95, This rate limit-

for your first copy to be mailed. ed to the U.S.A. and its Possession.
O Renewal subscription. Please write your [ Payment enclosed or
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above, exactly as it appears on the front

cover of this magazine.

Mail to: SUPER/MOTO CROSS 6725 Sunset Blvd., P.O. Box 4306, LA., CA 90078

66 S/MX « OCTOBER 1988

sort of guy internationally.”

Eric is typically broadminded in
response to the dust epidemic. “Forget
the racing. Okay, it is dangerous, but
it is the same for everyone. It's not so
nice for us to race [in], but think
about the spectators who are
disappointed after the event. They
have to come back next year to keep
motocross alive. If the FIM treat them
like this, it is very bad publicity for
the sport.”

BARGAINING POWER

Geboers is equally emphatic on the
thorny topic of attracting sponsorship.
He feels there are fundamental errors
being made. “Everyone is going to
sponsors and making promises.
Saying if you give me this money I
will do this and this and this. Why
not turn it around? Think about it. Try
to [get] some publicity first; get a
good shot in a magazine. Then say to
the sponsors, ‘This is what I have to
offer. I need money to continue; you
need publicity [which I can provide]
in exchange for your backing.' ”

Eric speaks from a position of
strength. He has associated for many
years with the Belgian ice cream
company Usboerke. “After Honda,
they are the best sponsor I have. We
have never had anything on paper.
We just make one another happy. I
have to prove myself first before I go
and ask something from them. Then
there is no letdown.” He takes off his
HRC Honda cap to display the
Usboerke stickers carefully positioned
on each side. The little details matter.

“These businessmen, they never
have much time. So you must show

AIR BELGIUM. Though Geboers insists
he's no stadium-cross hero, he’s able to
handle the most difficult obstacies. He
was the only rider consistently topping
the massive tabletop jump at the West
German 500 GP.

them your results. First, you must
create trust in each other.”

LOOKING AHEAD

What does the future hold for one of
the world's happiest and most
successful motocrossers?

“I'll have to think about it. [ don't
even know if I will keep on racing.
What if something shows up which
attracts me just as much?

“One thing which does interest me
is to improve motocross. I would
work very hard to do this. I am sure I
know how to do it. Maybe this is the
time. If I continue racing and my
results go down maybe I won't have
the influence to do something. Ninety
percent of the people don't know
motocross because they have never
been to a race.” Eric shifts eagerly
forward, warming to his line of
reasoning.

*“What kind of people come to see
motocross? Young people, right? A
young couple come to a motocross
race. They have a lot of hassle.
Afterward, they have to get washed.
The girl's white dress and shoes are
dirty with dust. She is not so happy.
Next week the boy asks her, ‘My
dear, shall we go to the race?’ She
says, ‘You go to the race, [ am going
with another guy to the football.” That
is a shame.”

The day after this interview, the
Italian Grand Prix brought Eric a few
crucial points closer to his glittering
goal. He followed that performance
with an overall win at Hollister,
moving to within four points of
Thorpe’s lead. He is now poised to
win his first 500 World Championship
and become the first to win
championships in all three classes.

“If I win this world championship,”
say Geboers, “then I win something
very special. Something which has
never been done before. It is an exira
card in my hand. I don't intend to put
it on a wall in the corner of my room
where no one can see it, [ will try to
use that special achievement as much
as [ can.”

Should fate decree he does not
succeed, however, you can bet the
Kid has enjoyed every minute of the
challenge. SMX

WISELD

prof,

Thru extensive Research and Development, Wiseco's revolutionary
PRO TRU 2-cycle piston design allows tighter piston to cylinder wall
clearance while virtually eliminating cylinder wall scoring.

*Lightweight inner dome design for
improved heat transfer.

*Special cam grind for closer piston
to wall clearances.

*Closer wrist pin boss spacing to
eliminate wrist pin flex.

*New ring design to eliminate blowby
and power loss.

PRO TRU
IS AVAILABLE FOR:

HONDA

CR125 (1987) 553 Series
CR125R. (1988) 564 Series
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CR500R. (1984-88) 554 Series

KAWASAKI o
KX125 (1987) 555 Series YAMAHA v
KX125F1 (1988) 566 Series YZ125 (1986-88) 559 Series

KX250 (1987-88) 558 Series YZ250 (1983-87) 560 Series

SUZUKI . YZ250 (1988) 570 Series
RM125 1987) 557 Sene_s (All Wiseco PRO TRU pistons are
RM125 (1988) 568 Series suppued with rings, wrist pins and

RM250 (1987-88) 558 Series
Call for your FREE Matorcyc!e/A TV catalog

;‘gg?j‘r{:ﬂ:ﬁgﬁx}k Bivd. Mentor OH 44060 (2 1 6) 95 1 '6 600
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The new 1988 Fox Racing Catalog SMX
can be yours for Free! Send just $1
to cover postage & handling and
vou'll receive our 72 page all-color
catalog. See never before published
photos of Rick Johnson and the
rest of the awesome Fox race team

Name:
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Send to: Fox Racing, 520 Mc[rllm:y Lane, Campbell CA., 95008 USA
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ISCOVER TODAY'S

MOTORCYCLING.

Here are just a few of the 11 million Americans who ride
motorcycles, and if it looks like they're having fun, it's because
they are. If you've ever thought youd like to be one of them,
this is your invitation. For the Motorcycle RiderCourse
nearest you, call toll free: 800-447-4700.  DISCOVER

T0DAV'S S
MOTORCYCLING

By Lori Fontanes

r — If you want to race
@ professional motocross, be
- ~ prepared to find either

1) major sponsorship support or 2)
enough money to buy a small South
American nation. It costs around
$3500 for a brand-new 250

mot Road exp to race
six Nationals and a couple of
supercrosses will probably set you
back another 15 to 20 grand. Let’s not
even talk about clothing, parts and
accessories, Shaun Kalos-style buses,
fully equipped box vans. ...

Yes, there is (some) purse money.

Yes, there are (a tiny number of)

START

factory rides. There are even
contingency programs, an AMA rider
points fund, aftermarket sponsorships,
international racing oppoertunities and
dealer support plans. But with the
ever-increasing cost of participation,
professional motocross is becoming
less affordable, less attainable for the
middle classes. And even though you
need more money to do it, it doesn’t
mean you're involved in a top-level
sport. To get out of the bush leagues
and onto the high-profile level of a
NASCAR or an NHRA, motocross
needs to attract more money: from
sponsors, through television, to the

promoters and f ers, and,
eventually, to the riders.
HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?

“The bottom line is the sport's
13 not going to grow until we
c have bigger purses,” said
Gary Mathers, manager of American
Honda's Sports Press department.
“I'm on all the rules boards for the
AMA and it seems like over the years
we keep getting back to the fact that
none of the riders can make a living
at this! The Ricky Johnsons of the
world make a good living at it and
everyone else is trying to get gas

COURT
Must roll snake eyes
to get out.

-$100

For 1988, the AMA set a purse level
standard of $22,000 for each race in
the outdoor Nationals and promoters
set an average of $35,000 for stadium
races. If you're a rider finishing, say,
15th in the first moto and 21st in the
second at one of the outdoor races,
those hard-fought positions would net
you $312. Hardly enough to pay your
Burger King bills for the cross-country
trek. But how much would you need
to make it worth your while? Five
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hundred dollars start money? Fifteen
hundred?

*I think something that a lot of
people don't understand ... is that
purse money doesn't pay the bills,”
explained Bill Amick, vice president
of professional competition, American
Motorcyclist Association. "It's over a
million bucks to win the Indy 500 but
it costs you two million to do it."

Bill West, president of Supersports,
Inc./Turnstyle, promoters of the
Gainesville National and the Atlanta
Supercross, also agreed that
increasing the purses is not a total
solution. “We raised the purses from
$22,000 to $35,000—over a 35 percent
increase—and dropped the entry fees
this year, and I had less riders than
last year!” West said he felt there
was a lack of motivation among the
riders, that many of the pros preferred
to ride the amateur events and just
have a good time.

“We haven't communicated with
the riders and told them how great
and grand and glorious it could be,”
West theorized. “We restructured the
purse and guaranteed every rider that
signed up at least $200. But the
interest wasn't there.”

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
In the past, the Anaheim
Supercross, with its
record-setting crowds,

has netted close to half a million
dollars. It might be easy to compare
the promoter's $500,000 to the $2000
that the winning rider receives. There
are, however, many overhead costs,

and a success story like Anaheim
may subsidize operations throughout
the rest of the (comparatively) less
successful season.

"Although there are some events
that undoubtedly make a tremendous
amount of money,” West said, “there
just aren't mega, mega dollars coming
back to the promoter.”

Broome-Tioga National promoter
Jack Skutnick described his own cash
flow situation. "I gross a tremendous
amount of money but you tell me
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$50

where it goes. I've got $22,000 for the
purse which is a lot of money in one
shot. I have almost a $10,000 sanction
fee. Advertising last year was around
$30,000—I don't know what 1 spent
this year, I'm afraid to look.”
Mathers, however, doesn't see why
the riders can't make a better profit
from their considerable contribution
to the show. “I know what they [the
promoters] come out of most of those
events with . ..and I have a hard time
understanding why they can only pay

those purses,” Mathers said. “There
are, of course, smaller events, but the
bottom line is the promoters are
making money.”

Supercross promoter C.E. Altman,
executive vice president of SRO/Pace
doesn't deny this. “We're in business
to make profit, no question about it,”
Altman stated. “But I think that our
job will [soon] be a lot easier as far
as funneling more dollars to the rider.
1 think that for the first time, I'm
encouraged.”

HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL
This past spring,
representatives from key
industry groups held a
series of meetings to discuss past
difficulties and future directions. For
the first time in a long while, there
was no verbal bloodshed.

“I think finally there's light at the
end of the tunnel,” the AMA's Amick
said. “Over the last two years,
motocross probably took about three
giant steps backwards in the context
of all the court fights that have been
going on, but things have calmed
down a bit lately. The most positive
thing I've seen in the last two years is
the spirit of cooperation among the

key groups that produce the sport—the
promoters, the team managers, the
manufacturers and the AMA.

CHICKENS AND EGGS
Back in the old days (the
| early 1980s and before),

“The atmosphere was pretty rugged =] petwork programs like

a few years ago. I think a lot of
people were pointing fingers at a lot
of other people; some of it was
justified, some of it wasn't, I think we
all finally said, For God's sake, let's
forget what you were mad about two
years ago and sit down and work for
the good of the sport. Motocross will
be here indefinitely. It's something
that an awful lot of people like to do
and an awful lot of people like to
waltch. It's just a matter of whether
we can climb onto a higher plane or
not.”

Mike De Stefano, executive vice
president of the Mickey Thompson
Entertainment Group, concurred with
Amick’s analysis. "As long as we
don’t have the problems we've had in

the past—the promoters fighting and
the sponsors witnessing it—I'm
confident that 1989 will be fantastic.”
De Stefano added that at their most
recent session, it was nice to see
everyone "give, give, give” at the
bargaining table for a change.

“In the years ['ve been involved,”
De Stefano said, “it's been the AMA
screaming at us and us screaming at
the manufacturers and the promoters
screaming at each other. This time we
sat down and had a good meeting; we
talked about the problems and
concerns and we didn't bicker about
dates. We said, Okay, I think I can
work around this for you and What
can we do for the national guys?
What can we open up to make it
workable for them as well?”

As a result of this motocross
version of glasnost, the industry
leaders recognized these basic facts:
To make the sport grow, we need
outside sponsorship. To get outside
sponsorship, we need television. To
get television, we need money. Big
money.

Wide World of Sports actually paid
money for the rights to motocross
events. They paid for production, they
paid for airtime, they paid license
fees to the promoter, the participants
and the sanctioning body. Thanks to
economics, management turnover and
other factors, those days are

long gone.

“It's a real chicken and egg
scenario,” admitted Pat Murphy,
former AMA marketing and public
relations manager, now a private
consultant for the organization. “We
need television to grow and get more
money, but we need more money to
pay for television.

“It really comes down to finding an
income source that can afford to pay

for the production expense and the
time on the network,” Murphy
explained. “You know, when I reach a
certain frustration point, I start
thinking I'll run an ad in Cycle News
and say, ‘How would you like to own
a piece of motocross on television?’
and ask every fan to send me 10
dollars...."

In lieu of this, Murphy and the rest
of the AMA's small marketing
department keep pitching away at
potential sponsors, looking for a
corporate Prince Charming to rescue
motocross from its farm-league
drudgery.

“There are two aspects to the
AMA'’s race marketing program,”
Murphy explained. “One is within the
industry, and one is outside the
industry. Within the industry, things
are going fantastic. Bel-Ray Oil and
RK Chain stepped forward as title
sponsors of the first outdoor
motocross point fund in several years
and put up a sizable amount of
money. The flipside is getting the
outside people involved, and that has

=]

been, frankly, nil up to this point. It's
a tough sell.”

Murphy said that most of the
potential sponsors he approaches
receive an average of 25 to 50 similar
event proposals a week. He averages
two polite rejection letters a week in
return. “Regardless of how strong
your methods are,"” Murphy said, “you
can see where they're easily diluted
with that kind of volume. The first
couple of breaks we'll get will be
because we just happen to hit an
executive who's got a son that races
or some other personal interest in
the sport.”

LIGHTS, CAMERA, MONEY

The history of corporate
sponsorship of motocross has
been brief and tumultuous,
De Stefano noted that both Wrangler
and network television were turned
off by the squabbling, although the
Mickey Thompson Triple Crown
series’' current outside sponsor, Coors,
expressed great satisfaction with the
1988 events.
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"We delivered unbelievable
exposure to Coors on our three TV
programs,” De Stefano said. “They're
so excited they wanted to jump ahead
two months and start negotiating now
for '89. They love the supercrosses
and I understand they're looking at
getting into the outdoor Nationals
as well.”

The television coverage to which
De Stefano refers is the result of a
combined effort between MTEG and
John Bradley Entertainment. The
producers pay for the airtime and the
production costs; in turn, they sell the
commercial spots for as much as they
can. No easy trick, that.

“A promoter is a bit reluctant to
invest as much as $50,000 to produce
a television show for each of his
events," Bill West pointed out. “Pace,
for example, invested well over
$200,000 in trying to syndicate their
supercross series. They never got a
nickel back.”

1 don’t really think you'll see a
profit off of television for a couple of
years,” De Stefano admitted.
“Realistically, it's going to take some
time.” So who foots the bill in the
meantime? “The sponsors and the

promoters. I would like to get
something out of the manufacturers
but I don’t know if they would do it.
The manufacturers are working
toward a sales promotion involvement
rather than just a general advertising
involvement as it has been in

the past.”

Mathers offered some insight on the
OEM's perspective. ‘There are
probably three or four steps that this
has to go through,” he explained. "If
we end up with just two or three
promoters,they can give us a schedule
eight to 10 months in advance. That's
the first step. We can say, ‘Yes, we're
going to those races, and please don't
change them two weeks before
the event.’

“After that, if they can come to us
with some kind of promotional
program . .. based on a promise of
television, that’s the second big step
because that will let them raise the
purses,” Mathers said. “What we
won't do as a group of manufacturers
is agree that if this ever gets big in
the future that the promoters get all
the money. We all have to get in on
the bottom level together and if it gets
big, all share together.”
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EVENT CANCELLED
Go back to start. Do not
collect $200.

WHO’S GOT THE RACE?

Of all the side effects of the
@" industry bickering, one of the

most frustrating and poten-
tially devastating has been the
on-again, off-again race schedule. Not
knowing which races will be held
where or when hurts everyone. The
manufacturers can't plan, the
promoters can't advertise and the
sponsors have no idea what's
going on.

“I think the biggest [reason] we
have not been able to attract other
dollars to the sport...has been the
clause in the Insport agreement that
allowed supercross promoters to
have...in some opinions, until
January 15th before we had to finalize
a schedule,” promoter Altman said.
The Insport agreement, now the
subject of close scrutiny in the courts,
was signed by SRO/Pace, the AMA
and supercross promoter/creator Mike
Goodwin's company, SMC. After five
years of frenetic life, the viability of
the agreement is in question.

“Anytime you cannot give a
sponsor your schedule prior to late
fall,” Altman explained, “how in the
world can you compete with
NASCAR which probably has a
three-year calendar sitting in front of
potential sponsors?”

Altman, along with his colleagues
West and De Stefano, expressed real
optimism that 1989 could be the year
when motocross finally gets its act
together. “I'm very encouraged about
what I think can take place. We're
working on a calendar right now and
we already have feelers from some
companies who've approached us. We
have half a dozen people that are
making presentations about producing
the entire series next year. What the
AMA has to decide is which events
they are going to sanction, and those
events which they sanction will

become the series. Then, it's up to us
to get our applications in and letters
of commitment from the facilities so
we don't have four people saying,
‘Well, I'm doing the Hoosier Dome!' "

In some respects, the details of the
supercross series have overwhelmed
the needs and goals of the outdoor
races. Although it's probably sheer
economics—stadium racing spends
more money and attracts more money
than their outdoor counterparts—the
supercross promoters recognize the
danger in burying the other Nationals
completely.

“The outdoor program feeds
supercross,” Altman said. “If we don't
look out for them, if we don't find
sponsors that are interested in not
only supercross but in the entire
pyramid, we're only kidding
ourselves.”

PROBLEMS, SOLUTIONS :
(=gl In 2ddition to schedule snafus,
miscommunications and lack

of financial resources, there
are a couple of other hindrances to
motocross' climb to the top. The
negative image of motorcycling for
some segments of the American
public is one such obstacle.

“It's always a problem,” AMA
consultant Murphy said. I think the
motorcycling prejudice is a lot like
[other] prejudices. Nobody's going to
talk about it but you're not going to
stop them from thinking about it.”

Ironically, television, a medium that
has been so destructive in its negative

recognize motocrossers as
professional athletes, not daredevils
going for a paragraph in the Guinness
Book Of World Records.

“I think television has depicted
these guys as good looking and very
clean cut,” said De Stefano. I think
some of the riders do an exceptional
job, and Ricky Johnson has probably
been the best in speaking to people as
well as conveying a professional
image."

Which brings us to the final step in
creating a new image for motocross.
To achieve this goal, more riders will
have to understand and fulfill their
public relations duties as

motorcycling images, has also been
most supportive in its depiction of

motocross riders. Because of network

and cable TV's positive coverage,

many American viewers have come to

representatives of the sport—to the
spectators as well as the sponsors.
That means learning how to
communicate with the press, staying
after the race to sign autographs,

FACTORY RAISES
CONTINGENCY LEVELS
Roll dice and multiply
number by $100 o
determine your bonus

amount.

FACTORY TEAMS FOR SALE

Privateers suffer frequently
from the slim wallet

= syndrome. As Jim Holley
explained in our last issue, riding the
Nationals could easily cost $40,000 to
$50,000 per season. Imagine, then,
what the manufacturers dole out for
riders, mechanics, team managers,
secretaries, parts changers and other
assorted personnel throughout a year
of racing. It's not chump change.

“Right now we're spending
somewhere between three and six
million dollars in racing,” said Gary
Mathers, Honda's Sports Press
manager. “If we could offset that by
50 percent, or if we could find
somebody who wanted to spend [the
whole amount], we could go in almost
any direction they wanted.”

Budget crunches aren’t new, but a
serious search for corporate sponsors
to ease the financial burden is.

“1 think we've beaten all the doors
down in every tire, oil and

accessory-related company,” admitted
Pat Alexander, Team Suzuki race
manager. “The only way we can get
more money is by going outside the
motorcycle industry. Suzuki does
work with Bel-Ray and their help is
greatly appreciated, but the dollar
package we're talking about is
$500,000 or more. That will keep the
race team running—five to six riders,
trucks, mechanics and support crew.”

Agccording to Willie Amaradio,
Yamaha's public relations manager,
“the bottom line is [that] outside
sponsors are essential. Our future
direction is to get team sponsors, If
somebody came in, literally, with a
million dollars, they would have the
team, We'd plaster their name all
over the trucks, the riders, the bikes.
We would pravide product and
technical support and they would
contract the riders and the mechanics.
So, hey, if anybody wants to buy
Team Yamaha, it's for sale!”
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PRIVATEER TEAM SEARCHES FOR SPONSOR

Honda and Yamaha aren't the
only race teams exploring
corporate sponsorship
opportunities. New Zealand
entrepreneur, Malcolm McDonald, of
(not surprisingly) Malcolm McDonald
Racing, recently combined forces with
celeb privateer Jim Holley and
Holley's sponsor, O'Neal Racing, to
seek out new sources for race team
support. They offer their potential
benefactor multimedia exposure; logo
placement on vehicles, clothing and
transportation; and rider

representation at major motocross
events. All this for the low, low price
of approximately $100,000.

Compared to the factories’ asking
prices, McDonald's package is quite a
deal. So far, however, he hasn't been
inundated with corporate reps begging
for a square foot of the box van.

“It's hard to get the ball rolling,”
McDonald admitted, “If it's motor
racing, they usually think of car
racing, Motocross has a long way to
go, but it can only get bigger and
better. It's pretty young in America.”

$100

being available for promotional
activities and, in general, caring what
happens to the sport of motocross in
general as well as what happens on
the next lap.

“You have to be a personality,”
explained Team Honda race manager
Dave Arnold. “You have to be both a
racer and also have something to sell.
Take Jim Holley, for example. He's
friendly, he organizes contacts. He's
very savvy, You should look at
motocross as a business. You have to
pay as much attention to that as you
do to ‘I'm going to be fast and go out
and travel the Nationals.' "

Much of the reason why riders can't
go beyond the “my-arm-feels-real-
good-I-think-I-can-help-this-ball-club”
level in press and public relations is
the relatively young age of most
T4 S/MX = OCTOBER 1988

motocrossers. They don't teach
“Network Interviews 101" or “How to
Choose a Publicity Agent” in high
school, and, unless you work at it, life
on the road won't teach you these
nuts and bolts, either.

“You're dealing with kids," outdoor
promoter Skutnick pointed out.
“Sixteen- to 20-some-year-olds. They
don’t have the right handle on it. For

them to go out and get some guy to
sponsor them . ..somebody else has
to do it. And, once they get the
sponsorship, they have to show the
sponsor that he's getting something in
return. But I'll be honest with you,”
Skutnick admitted, “If I was in their
position, I don't know how well I'd be
handling it myself. All that money at
such a young age...."”

TAKE PUBLICITY
LESSONS FROM
JIM HOLLEY
Move ahead two spaces.

A WORD FROM OUR SPONSORS
So we're on the road again.

1 We're thinking about long

L %= term as well as short term,
we're making five-year plans and
yearly calendars. We're realizing that
backbiting gets us nowhere and that
mutual cooperation gets us where we
want to be. The game plan, then, is to
continue building, discussing,
interacting and evolving. The goal is

to make the dreams a reality.

“It's feasible,” promoter West
insisted, “but it's a matter of work
and cooperation. All things are
possible if you're willing to put
enough into it. We've identified the
areas where we need to concentrate
our efforts. Now it's a matter of not
simply paying lip service to them but
getting out and doing it.”

Amick agreed. "“Traditionally, we

FINISH
Win muttimillion-dollar
contract with corporate
sponsor. Take all the
money and go home,

$250

have spent too much time woﬁ'ying
whether the i's were dotted and the
t's were crossed,” he added. “Instead,
let's go racing and market our
product. Again, it comes down to
spectators and viewers. The
professional racers are not paying the
bills, the spectators are. The AMA's
not paying the bills, the promoters
aren't paying the bills, [immy Jones
up in section 226 with his $15 ticket
is, If we are all mindful of the fact
that we work for those guys, we can
realize our potential. If we just run it
for ourselves, we are now what we
will be in the future: a small-time
sport with a lot of potential.” SMx
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Isn't it annoying how your

boot always seems to get

caught under the seat just
above the right-hand
sidepanel on your YZ?
Now Downers Grove
Yamaha has the cure.

Their plastic guard _[ﬁu.ss)'

prevents snags by filli

up the gap, and it can be

installed in minutes.

Contact DGY at Dept.

S/MX, 330 Ogden Ave.,

Dowrers Grove, IL 60515;
- 812/971-2677.

DIRT SHIRT

Tell the world your
favorite bike/manufacturer
with ene of the USA Sport
Team T-shirts. For $10.95

to $14.95 you can get
Honda, Yamaha,
Kawasaki and Suzuki

designs in assorted styles
and colors. Call or write
USA Sport, Dept. S/MX,
4801 West Van Buren,

Suite 1, Phoenix, AZ
85043; 602/272-1793.

* Ever wonder why so many

people wear AXO Turbo
Plus boots? Check out the

new feétums The new

ankle design bends better,
a new strap crosses from

the instep over the top of

your foot for better

i;uppert, new plastic straps.
't stretch, fray or

break, and colors won't

rub off. The new sure-lock

buckling system ensures a
comfy fit and a new guard

. protects the lower buckle

from impacts. All of this
costs 3129. and the l:mofs

| come inw !:nte. blue,

black in sizes 6 thmugh 12
(size 13 is available in
black). For more info try
your local dealer or AXO
ca, Dept.
S/J‘&I-’f i 29»950 Anza Dr.,
ia, CA 91355;

222-4296. In Gaiﬁn!m& |

call 805!2574:»474

QUICK CLEANUP!

1f you feel uncomfortable
after sweating it out on a
dusty track, arm yourself
with an Aussie Outback
Shower. A heat exchanger
fits in your car or truck’s
radiator line and transfers
engine heat to water
pumped through the
system. And since the
waler is sealed off from
the radiator coolant, it's
safe to use for cooking
and coffee. For more
information contact Aussie
Outback Showers, Dept.
S§/MX, 382 N. Lemon Ave.,
Walnut, CA 91789;
(714)595-9991.

STRONG ARM

Answer Products says
their Accu-Trax eliminates
torsional flex—especially
in rubber-mounted
handlebar systems—
thereby increasing frent-
end stability and steering
accuracy over rough
terrain. The Accu-Trax is
manufactured from solid
extruded aircraft-grade T-6
6061 aluminum alloy and
is available for late-model
Japanese 125/250/500
motocross bikes for $29.95.
For more details contact
Answer Products, Dept.
S/MX, 27967 Beale Ct.,
Valencia, CA 91355;
800/423-0273. In California,
call 805/257-4411.

WTIICS CIU l IUI"
HOT WATER SHOWER

UNDER PRESSURE

Fox Racing has designed
an innovative kidney belt
called the Kidnee Belt. The
belt's polyurethane back
panel is shaped to follow
the contours of your lower
back and hips, allowing
comfort and mobility
without sacrificing
support. A stiffer plastic
panel was added to
increase lower back
support. The nylon/Velcro

5 panel is wide at the sides

but narrow in front to

il allow mobility with

comfort. A narrow top

'm FINGERS :
If the long levers on your Suzuki RM have got you down

%\

elastic panel is pulled
across and down to put
tension on the upper belt
and support your kidneys
and upper abdominals.
The Fox Kidnee Belt sells
for $35.95 and fits 28-38
inch waists. Contact your
local dealer or Fox Racing,
Dept. S/MX, 520 McGlincy
Lane, Campbell, CA 95008;
408/371-1221.

try the DeHandler levers from Sunline. The two-finger
brake ($10.45) and three-finger clutch ($17.95 for both) fit

A '86 through '88 RMs and have a crinkle finish for extra

grip. They come in blue and are available at your local
dealer. For information call Sunline, Dept. S/MX, 7045
Da.‘l'by Ave,, Reseda. CA 91335; 3181705-6520

1988
MOTOCROSS |
YEARBOOK |

calendar i jowrnal, maintanance & race record

Yearbook is an 80-page
motocross calendar/

- journal that includes space

for your race results at a

- glance, racetrack facts and

layouts, an accounting
section, training diary,
maintenance schedule and
still has room for notes.
Although the '88 season is
nearly over get one
anyway (they're only
$5.95) so you can check it
out. By '89, you'll be ready

- to fully utilize the journal.

LOG JAM
If you want to maximize

B your racing efforts, read
B on. The Sprint Motocross

EK IS OK

Order yours from Sprint,
Dept. S/MX, 4105
Hillsboro Circle, Nashville,
TN 37215; 615/202-3942.

EK Racing is a full service Kawasaki mnil—ngﬂer

engine mi?u]ldmg laadm,g their L

list of apedalues. EK‘:

engine work is handled by the legendary Eric |
inventor of flow porting and a master two-strol
tuner. EK is offering a special deal thmugh :
$134.95 your KX can have ﬂnw porting, h

and KIPS valve service.

parts and FMF performance ac
1102 E. South St Freeport, IL

et ]]Imms. call 800/383-0354,
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bimontnly by

If someone were to give you an entire set of riding gear, free of

charge, you probably wouldn’t snivel about the type or quality. But

what if someone wanted to give you a new set of gear from a
company that makes some of the world’s best riding apparel?

Well, brace yourself. Hallman Racing USA has agreed to give one of our
lucky readers a complete set of their Viking Line apparel. We're talking jersey,
pants, gloves, boots—the whole enchilada.

All you have to do is fill out and mail in the coupon below, then cross your
fingers that you'll be lucky when we pull the winner’s name out of a drum. It's
that easy.

HALLMAN GEAR GIVEAWAY ENTRY FORM No purchase necessary. All entries become the property of Petersen Pub-
lishing Company. None can ba raturned or acknowledged. Winner will be determined in a random drmg [rom all entries re-
ceived by Monday, October 31, 1988. Entries must be postmarked first-class mail, one entry Decision will
be final. Winner v.ill be notified by mail and will be obligated to sign and raturn an Affidavit of Eligibility within tenday« of notifica-
tion. In the event of noncompliance within this time period. an alternate winner will be selected. The odds of winning will be
determined by the total number of entries received. Confest subject to local, state and federal laws and is void whers prohib-
ited. Taxes, duties and transportation liability are the sole fesponsummy of the winner. No substitute prize will be given, nor will
a cash equivalent be paid. Cash valua of priza is less than S4i

In accepting the prize, the winner grants Petersen Pwlismr.g Company the right to publicize and promote his or her phato-
graph and winning of the award. Good only in the United States of America. Employees of Patarsen Publishing Company, their
families and its advertising agencies are not eligible for this contast. Drawing will be held on November 1, 1888,
© 1588 Petarsen Publishing Co.
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WHERE DO YOU BUY S/MX? SUBSCRIPTION O NEWSSTAND
Please check whether you would like to see more, the same amount or less of the following articles:
INTERVIEWS MORE O SAME O LESS O
U.S. PRO RACE COVERAGE MORE O SAME O LESS O .

.U S. AMATEUR RACE COVERAGE MORE O SAME O LESS O I

.EUROPEAN RACE COVERAGE MORE O SAME O LESS O .

.ElKE TESTS/SHOOTOUTS MORE O SAME O LESS O .
STYLIN' MORE O SAME O LESS O
SHREDS MORE O SAME O

IAUVANGED RIDING TIPS MORE O SAME O

lTHADING CARDS MORE O SAME O

I NAME

B sooress

| B

Brrone (

T FRUIE ]

- \°F

IGONTES‘IANT SIGNATURE PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE (IF UNDER 18)

MalL TO: Super/Moto Cross, Hallman Gear Giveaway, 8490 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90069,
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Biue White Grey/Blue White/Magenta Red Grey/Magenta White/Fl. Green Black

The only boot with 47 shock  sive uni-directional sole and a full,
absorbers is now available 1 in elght soft leather lining for comfort.
shocking color '- o With all these
combinations. features and outrageous

Of course they all colors, it’s no wonder
feature Sidi’'s exclusive we're shocking the
shock absorber system competition.

with greater protection P
than traditional rigid 4 W
plates, plus an aggres- ——

Distributed exclusively by:

HALLMAN SPORTS

315 W Bradley Ave., El Cajon, CA 92020
(619) 442-0431 (Inside CA)

(800) 854-2812 (Outside CA)

Visa and MasterCard accepted.

Sidi Royal $169.95
Sizes: 6-13



